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COLLEGE ASSOllATION 
�P�L�A�N�~� fOR FUTUKE 

Supplementary �~�c�h�o�l�.�l�l� ships 1'1'0-
post!U 1O :O-;Ol\'l' �l�'�r�o�l�J�l�~�m� 

of Malntenallce 

From a mere group of Iioerty 
seeking �e�n�t�h�u�~�i�a�s�t�s� with les:-; than 
one dollar in their community treas­
ury to a firmiy estabiished educa­
tional institution with $50,000 cap­
ital equipment, and one that is nine­
ty per cent self sustaining, in less 
than foul' years, is the wonderful 
story revealed by the books of Com­
monwealth College Association. 
When one considers that this ad­
"ance has been accomplished by an 
organization dependent on the labor 
of its own members, and that it has 
always been less than fifty per cent 
efficient in man power, it is indeed 
a record almost too wonderful to be 
credible. 

One thing is certain: Common­
wealth has definitely passed the em·· 
piric stage in �e�~�o�n�o�m�i�c� development 
and management. It is a "going 
concern" the continued existence or 
whirh is no longer a matter of :-:pec­
uiation. 

Nothing IH'oves a theory i<llse ur 
true like wurking with it f(.·1' a whill·. 
The Commonwealth theol'\' that 
$100,000 in\"ested in capita( equip­
ment anel worked by the faculty and 
one hundred students would guar­
antee a self-maintaining college for 

VISITORS SWAMP 
COMMONWEALTH 

Sightseers and Invcstig'ators Tax 
AbiHtif's of ('ommon<>l"s to Entertain 

Because there has been no attempt 
at registration, it is impossible to say 
with any degree uf certainty how 
many perSOl1!; have visited �C�o�~�m�l�o�n�­
wealth this summer. The number 
must be 3cycral hundt·ed. Sundays, 
rain or shine, are "Visitor's Days." 
So much so that we have seriously 
thought of electing an official 
"Greeter" to meet the strings of au­
tomobiles lind pilot the occupants 
about the campus and explain to 
them the dill'crent pl)ints of �i�n�t�(�:�I�'�p�~�t�.� 
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workl'l's �h�a�~� now, through exper­
iCHn' and experimentation, IH\88cd 
into the realm uf lmuwn fact. }<'or 
if allv pcollumic unitcun 1'('Heh lIinetv 
IWI' �~�'�(�,�I�l�t� sl'lr-IlHIintl'J\Hlln' when llu't 
Ii fly pel' cent l'ompleled and fi fty 
per ('l'lIt malllwd it is a safe bet that 
it ('lUI he mad(! more thun self-main­
�t�a�i�l�l�i�l�l�~� illid sho\\' It balance when it 
is one h und red pel' cell t comp leteu 
hlHI Ollt' hUlldrell pCI' cent manned. 

From an economic stand point, two 
things an' �l�l�e�r�e�~�s�a�r�y� in order to 
reach quickly the desired goal: A 
�~�c�h�o�o�l� where one hundred working 
students call obtain a college educa­
tion: 

( 1) The Completion of the unit. 
This will require $50,000 from our 
frientls and well wishers. This will 
enable us to eomplete the farming 
equipment, add needed livestock, 
build a hydro-electric plant suffic­
ient for lighting and power, improve 
and ell large tIw dormitories and the 

II 'olltilllll'o! Oil 1'.lgl' ,I.) 

COMMONERS' LIBRARY 
BEST IN SOUTH 

Famuus Bookman Heelan:s Volumes 
('all ;,ot Bl' Duplicated in America 

When it is daimed that the Com­
munwealth Library is the best in the 
Suuth it j:-; 110t meant that the library 
building is the bc:;t, 01' that the vol­
umes are the best bound, or even that 
the shelf arrangement is modern and 
the librari.m is le:;s stupid than the 
a\·crage. Far from it. The building 
is a tempurary affair but little better 
than a rough, pine box. Many of the 
books are soiled and torn; and very 
fcw of them are new, in the sense 
of having come direct from the pub­
lisher or the bookstore. Shelf room 
is woefully inadcquate. The librar­
ian is conspicuous by his absence; 
for in the rush of crop season with 
a reduced crew there is no time to be 
spared for book-herding. 

Commonwealth library has been 
accounted the best in the South be­
calise it is so comprehensive or all­
inclusive. 

Of the five thousand volumes that 
sag the shelves and pyramid the 
tables of Commonwealth Librarv all 
but an intinitesimul number �a�l�'�~�'� do­
natiuns from friends. When one un-

$1.00 a Year 

ARKANSAWYER PANS 
SHIFTLESS PAUPERS 
Correspondt'nt Condemns �F�o�r�t�n�i�g�h�t�~� 

Iy for Publishing Facts 
About Commonwealth 

"One big trouble with Arkansas is 
that a horde of shiftless paupers, too 
lazy Rnd inefficient to exist where 
the rigors of climate compels them 
to weal' clothes and feed their 'crit­
ters,' have come down here, 'where 
they can live so easy,' and they ex­
pect the 'natives' to fall down and 
worship them. Then, when they find 
that they must work and manflge 
just like they would have to do else­
where, they curse Arkansas." 

This quotation from a letter to the 
editor of Fortnightly taking him to 
task for writing flowery accounts of 
Arkansas in general and Common­
wealth in particular that are alleged 
to be likely to attract undesirable 
immigration quite well expresses the 
opinion old-time Arkansawyers oft­
en hold of those who come here from 
other parts. 

While it is unjust to say that all 
immigrants are shiftless paupers in­
capable of' maintaining themselves 
decently anywhere, it is a fact that 
many people come to Arkansas la­
bering undf'l' the delusion that it is 
a sort of "Lazy man's paradise." 
Land is cheap, and of average pro­
ductivity. The climate is mild and 
healthful. Many portions of the 

[('ontinued <m Page 2.) 

YOUNG SOAP-BOXER 
THANKS DR. ZEUeH, 

Art of Debate Developed at 'Vork­
el'S' School Ai'ds Young Orator 

"Last night I was speaking to 
some Negro workmen. When it came 
to answering questjons, I had to 
marshal all the oratorical tricks 
that I learned at Commonwealth 
College. It is not so hard to speak 
now. My throat doesn't get sore on 
the box as it used to when making 
a long �s�~�e�e�c�h�.�"� Thus sayeth �~�"�r�i�t�z� 
Hocevar m a letter to Dr. Zeuch re­
cently. 

Fritz, it will be remembered was 
mentioned in the �F�O�l�'�t�n�i�g�h�t�l�~� for 
August 18t as having produced a 

U'ontiIlUN) ,)!1 �P�n�g�~� 4.1 
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Com1nonwealth College 
FortnightJ), 

Published twice a month at Mena, Arkan­
sas, by Commonwealth Co\!ege, a scbool tor 
self-maintaining, non-propaganda education 
for workers. Subscription, one dollar a 
year. Entered as second class malter, Jan­
uary 30. 1926. at lbe post office :It ;\lena, Ar­
kansas. untler tte Ad of August u. 1912. 

Signed articles express only individual 
opinion-

Editors. l>a;ticularly of labor and farmer 
papers, are welcome to make free use ot 
material appearing in thesl~ columns. A line 
crediting the Con.monwealth l'ollege Fort­
nightly will be apllrccialerl. 
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llllA'" IS (;OllllONWJo:AI,'J'1I (;OI.l.EGE! 
(;OIllIllUII\'t'lllth WU8 Orb'11nlzed In 11)23 to 

l!rU\-ItII' eduI'ntlll1l [or workers on a self· 
HllllporUng ba8111. 

• • • 
('lImmOlm·elllth Is iO(,llted in the OUIl­

('hlllls 11('111' "hmll, Ark., wlwre It oilcrutt'li 
IIlfrlcuJtllml and otlll'r hasic illdllstri~s by 
IIII'UIlII of fllllr hourK' dully labor from its 
IIhllh'lIl!! lIud teuclll'rs. 

• • • 
l'omnHlllwl'ulth I'l'eks to detelup ID 

)OUII~ 1111'11 111111 WlIllIen or the "orklng 
ChtliM tile call1lcity to lIelle tbe labor 
mOH'm('ht. 

• • • 
(:UIIIUWII't\ClIlth Is 11 DOII.sectarhIR. non­

llrollll~undn IIlI.titlltion. It sponsors no 
"urtlenlar l'ellgloulI, polltlcul, or economic 
dOgDlIl. It holdK thnt "clenUllc experl. 
meutntillll c"rrit'li the only hope IIf ad· 
JII!'it IIlI'lIt or .. Ulllllllll IIi pcrsolllli Rnd lIO­
clnl prubh'ms. 

• • • 
{'"mmllll WNIII It 1:>1 the IIul,. Institution 

for hh:h('r l,dllclltiUII "llI'rl' hllth toochers 
IIUtl t;fllllt'ut!l 1'lIrll tllI'ir nIllIDt~IIIH1Ce b1 
purf.tlme lubor "bile ellgaged III aea· 
Ilt'mle work. 

Shiftless PauJ>ers 

II '0111 illllt'd fmlll Pit;:'.' L 1 
~tate-one of which i:; the Ouachita 
mountain sl'ction wherein is located 
('ommollwl'alth College - are so 
~JlaniCly Hl'tt led that there is almost 
unlimited pasturage for tattle and 
hogs and other '\·rittel'l-l." The "Na­
tiVt'l-l," \\'~\() an.' often referred to with 
l-lll ee 1':: hy the abo\·e - mentioned 
":-;hiftless paupers," are good neigh­
hoI'S, quite up to the American aver­
agl' or intelligence; their greatest 
fault being a childlike credulity 
which CcHIS(,S them to over-estimate 
the worth of anyone who comes 
hlllong them wearing good clothes 
and using' a ','ocabulal'Y containing 
words whi<:h are not well understood 
hut which are conceived to be an in­
di('ation of higher education. 

In reality, to live in Arkansas one 
must work quite as hard as in any 
other ('ount1'\". Those who have been 
dec(~i\'(:d on 'this score by the ('asy-

I; Oil t: n ut'd 011 1';, :':l' ::.1 

=. 
EDUCATIONAL PIONEERING 

It is to the cballenging task of seek­
ing a more satisfactory approach to 
higher education that Common­
\\'ealih gives its energies. It is sig­
nificant that altho volumes have 
been written pointing out the defi­
ciencies in modern higher education, 
most of these volumes have eventual­
ly only added to the g<:nel'al feeling 
that nothblg can be done about it. 

This has not been the attitude of 
those who are building Common­
wealth. To analyze and admit de­
fects, and at the same time to accept 
these defects as inevitable, is not a 
part of the scientific procedure; for 
to see defects and accept them is to 
grow old and decay; to understand 
defects and to use this knowledge 
as a means of reconstruction is to 
open up the road to progress. 

This has been the viewpoint of 
Commoners during their foul' years 
of constructive effort. It is interest­
ing to realize that men high in aca­
demic circles are watching and 
studying this new approach, and 
that many have indicated their feel­
ing that a vital contribution has al­
ready been made. 

Just what has been done, why, and 
how, can best be shown by discuss­
ing the development of Common­
wealth under the five categories into 
which the weaknesses of present day 
education have been divided, and by 
showing thus, point by point, how 
Commonwealth is building its life to 
counteract what seem to be the ele­
ments of decay in modern higher 
edllc&tion. 

I. Economic: (A) Com m 0 n­
wealth is not parasitic; its source of 
income is derived from the activities 
of the educational community func­
tioning as an integral part of gener­
al economic life. This is possible be­
cause each instructor and student 
spends twenty hours a week in agri­
cultural, industrial, or domestic 
work. In about four years, with the 
economic unit. and man power only 
:jW" completed the college has 
reached approximately flO~'r self 
maintainance. The goal of complete 
self maintenance is yet to be real­
ized, but the method has been found 
sound, and success seems to be but a 
matter of development. 

Nor docs Commonwealth seek en· 
dowment, because this implies a COIl­

trolling of production capital not to 
be used by the owners, thus enabling 
the owners to function only because 
of the economic activities of otherR. 
Money which most colleges would 
tiRe as endowment, Commonwealth 
invests in capital eCluipment to be 
opi\}'ated by its faculty and student 
bod~·. 

(B) There is no selection of stu­
dents on an economic basis here, be­
cause all students are equal in this 
respect, each being self supporting 
thru his twenty hours of industrial 
work a week. 

(C) Working one's way is uni­
versal at Commonwealth, not only 
among students but among jnstrue­
tOl'~. While many students in Uni­
\'er~iti(.'s spend 30 to 40 hours a week 
trying to earn board and room at 
jobs which in many instances cut into 
hours of dass and study, th~ student 
at Commonwealth receives his board, 
room, and laundry for twenty hours 
of work, so organized that his work 
in no way conflicts with study, class 
work, or group life. 

II. Educationally: (A) The 
teachers and students at Common­
wealth are free to approach prob­
lems experimentally and fearlessly 
because there is no sustaining group 
with an economic, religious, social, 
or political bias to withdraw its sup­
port if heresy is discovered. The 
host of teachers and students in 
standard colleges who lose caste and 
jobs each year because they dare to 
dissent from the herd opinion, are 
perhaps best in a position to evaluate 
this freedom. 

Moreover, Commonwealth is not a 
part of the educational heirarchy 
and is not compelled to cramp its 
life to fit the requirements of rigid 
accrediting associations. Yet some 
of its students have had their work 
at Commonwealth accepted in the 
largest aecredited Universities. 

Moreover there is no caste system 
within the faculty. Altho there 
are enough degrees including Ph. Ds. 
to go around almost twice, all teach­
ers are instructors, and each is free 
to develop that technique which is 
best adapted to his personality, the 
requirements of the subject, and the 
needs of the students. Classes are 
small, contacts are intimate, and red 
tape is held to a minimum. Rational 
adjustments to life situations occupy 
the center of the academic stage . 

(B) The teachers are not em­
ployees, but a guild of educators, 
paying themselves no salaries, but 
receiving each his maintenance 
from the common wealth. 

(C) Commonwealth does not 
give credits nor grant degrees, altho 
it meets all the qualifications of a 
negree granting institution. Thus 
the student has no stimulus other 
than an eager intellectual curiosity, 
for no haphazard collecting of cred­
its will gain a reward of intrinsic 
(~conomic 01' social value. This makes 
it necessary fOi the Rtudent to be in­
terested in his own education, for 

• 

• 
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he kilOWS that every thing depends 
upon his own interest, energy, initi­
ative, and application. 

Ill. COllllllllllity Lite: Life here 
is not artificiaL 'i'here are no gor­
geous }t'rat hous(,s where students 
acquire habits of luxury. Organized 
athletics, commercialized amuse­
ments, and their various complica~ 
tions and problems do not exist. 

The entire campus consists of a 
group of frame buildings beautiful· 
ly situated on a bluff overlooking 

•

- H mountain-cndl'clcd valley. The ap­
pearance is that of H smHll commun­
ity, Hud ·the new comer often ask8 
where the college is. A college does 
not consist of buildings; it consists in 
the educational association of teach­
ers and students. This association is 
Commonwealth College, and classes 
are held wherever this association is 
most natural and inspiring. 

A few hours of work each day pro­
vides a normal outlet for energy, 
builds health, and adds another op­
portunity for informal contacts. 
'fhe usual remark of a visitor is that 
no where has he ever felt so free or 
so much at horne. This freedom and 
nt-home-ness is not a training away 
from normal living as is most college 
Hfe. It is the result of normal liv­
ing in a functioning community. 

The student does not feed on com­
• mel'cinlized amusement, but creates 
• his own avocation according to his 

own taste. Swimming, hiking, nature 
study, discussion around the fire 
place, open forums, reading, dances, 
home talent plays, community sin gEl, 
creative construction of beautiful 
things, and music appreciation all 
add a type of variety which can be 
incorporated by the student into his 
own community life after he leaves 
colh~ge. 

IV. Neighborhood ReI at ion 8: 
Commonwealth is a functioning part 
of its neighborhood. Community 
dances, sings, and socials are so well 
attended that there is scarcely room 
for everyone. Last Fourth of July 
when the Communers had had time 
to tell perhaps a dozen people of a 
social, almost a hundrep neighbors 

• 
gathered "to enjoy the fun and con­
sume the ice cream. 

It is this inte~ration with the 
"neighborhood life which makes it un-
likely that a Commonwealth student 
will develoD collegiate snobishness. 
Moreover the student, during his five 
months of summer work, often in a 
larJ!"e city. keeps vital contact with 
reality. Attending Commonwealth 
is certainly not entering a monas­
tery, nor "taking a glorious four 
yeAr vaf'~tion." 

V. ExpansiDn Limits: Caesar 
was ahle. to cross tnp Rhine becam~e 
he built· his own bridge as he went. 
A less able general would have been 

Shiftless Paupers 
[( 'olltinut'!d (rom Page 2.J 

going ail' of those who have learned 
the secret of existence in the South 
frequently advertise their lack of 
common sense by blaming the cli­
mate, the soil, the people, the mar­
keting facilities, and any other thing 
that comes into their minds; - ex­
cept that they never by any chance 
blame their own stupidity. 

That which our correspondent al­
leges to be the big trouble with Ar­
kansas would, if permitted, very 
soon become the ruination of Com­
monwealth. More often than might 
be supposed we get letters from peo­
ple wanting to come here and enter 
the "colony" because they believe it 
to be a place where they can piddle 
around, pump a few pails of water, 
split a few arm loads of kindling 
wood, snap a few beans for canning, 
lie abed until the middle of the fore­
noon, spend the evenings eating 
watermelons and dancing, and get by 
without having to "engage in killing 
toil for the profit of some grasping 
capitalist." All such applicants are 
turned down whenever detected. 

It is true that Fortnightly has 
from time to time published some 
rather glowing accounts of our 
splendid climate, our beautiful 
scenery, our care"free existence, and 
other ultra-desirable features of 
Commonwealth; and not one word of 
what we have published has been un­
true or even exaggerated. But we 
have never represented this educa­
tional institution as a "colony" 
wherein all sorts of freaks and mis-

[('ontlnueri on Page 4.1 

helpless. If modern education has 
reached its limit of expansion it may 
be because it has been unwilling to 
help provide its own means of sus­
tenance. 

Commonwealth College does not 
hope to expand to a community 
larger than 100 students and fifteen 
instructors. Mass production may 
do well enough for cheap tin pans, 
but the small unit seems best adapt­
ed to the development of self reliant, 
culturedJ mature human beings. 
However with one college successful­
ly iunctioning along lines of self­
maintainingeducaticn for workers 
it seems probable that others will 
grow up. With their added exper­
ience it may be possibl~ to "develop 
a colleg(' capable of opening the 
doors of life to the great majority." 

Many people honestly fear the ad­
dition of an economic function to nn 
educationalcommunilY. ThiR f~ar 
would be justified if the grou~ were 
controlled by outRiders who could 
},ElR.l) A profit. COrnIYlOllw(>I\lth i~ !'ot. 
The teachers are primarily intcl't~!4t~ 

Swamp t;ommonwealth 

[Continued from Page 1.J 
As it is, most anyone who happens 
to be idle for the time is impressed 
tor this duty. 

In addition to the growing crowds 
of interested neighoors, and the 
numerous tourists who make the side 
trip from Mena, there has been a 
goodly number who came from dis­
tant parts for the express purpose of 
getting acquainted \,ith a \'V orkers' 
School. Such persons: of course, 
generally stay from one to. five 
weeks. And they have come in such 
numbers that our commodious 
"Guest House" has at times been too 
small to hold them and the overflow 
had to be assigned sleeping quarters 
among the cottages of the group 
members and the half vacant dorm i­
torie8. 

We like this. We want people to 
come and learn first hand what we 
have. Our only regret in this con­
nection is that our facilities for en­
tertainment are so crude and inade­
quate. Next year, as a matter of 
natural growth if for no other rea­
son, we will be in better position to 
entertain. Next year we expect the 
number of visitors to be greatly aug­
mented; for all those who have hon­
ored us with their presence have en­
thusiastically accepted invitations to 
return and bring their friends. 

Without going you can get no­
where.-Chinese Proverb. 

'lowers are measured by their 
shadows and great men by their 
calumniators.-Chinese Proverb. 

ed in education, and are willing to 
work equal hours with the stUdents, 
for the privilege of freedom in co· 
operative thinking. Should a sur­
plus ever accrue above a reasonable 
allowance for research and scholar­
ships the economic activities would 
be cut down to the minimum. 

Again many communities have de­
veloped and declined where the pri­
mary aim was the economic gain of 
the individuals. Commonwealth has 
a purpose which eclipses economic 
gain, and this purpose has proved 
sufficient to keep economic activities 
in a subordinate position. 

1\1 ueh yet remains to be done be­
fore Commonwealth can be consider­
ed R completely successful venture. 
None realize this more than those 
who nre working with the ever 
changing situation. Yet faith in the 

. experimental approach, resiliency of 
mind Hnd Rpil'it, ane! a belief in the 
po!Hdbilit~' of progre:\s gh'c those 
who are daily at the Commonwealth 
tusk n faith that relative success is 
attainable. 
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Thanks, Dr. Zeueh 

L('ollli!luetl from Pal!e 1.] 

work of fiction, "J ohnny Perkins," 
which he began while at school here 
-and upon which he received much 
coaching from Commonwealth in­
structors. Now it seems that he is 
putting to use the instruction in pub­
lic speaking and debating which he 
receIved from Dr. Zeuch. 

Nor does it appear that training 
under Zeuch in any degree modified 
Fritz' personal "iews. :leurh is any­
thing but a Communist, and can 
hardly be called a "radical" of any 
sort. Fritz is an American Commull­
ist who gloi'ie~ in his dogma; but he 

"It is Bot such a hard task any 
more to l'oll\'ince the Comrades that 
I am not becoming cOllsenative. 
~I os tot' t 11l'1lI were a fraid such 
would IJ\' the )"l':Hllt of a year's :;tudy 
at Commol\wealth l'ollegl'. They are 
surprised. and look upon Comlllon­
wealth in a far dill'erent light than 
formerly." 

A better testimoniai to the }>l'actcl­
bility 01' at least possibility of non­
propaganda education could hardlv 
be penned. ' 

Plans for Puture 

L' 'ontillucd irulII I'a;;(' 1.) 

library, and establish two small 
shops wherein repairs tan be made 
and certain standard articles tall be 
produced. With such a sum, Com­
monwealth, by supplying the labor, 
and by supplying much of the ma­
tEl'ial~ from iLS o,.,.n furests, can du 
\\ hat most tolleges would rCljuil'c 
the times as much cash to do, 

(2) Vntil our friends have made 
it possible to complete the economic 
unit, the ten pel' tent ditrcl'ence be­
t. ween existing conditions and total 
self-maintenance - it d iff ere II C " 

which will naturally decrease as th~ 
unit nears completion - must be 
supplied from sources outside the 
group members and students. 

~Iany colleges would meet this ~it­
uation by raising the tuition from 
$100 to S 150 a year, and the studentH 
who couldn't pay eould stay at 
home, Other cclleges would meet 
the situation by accepting large en­
dowments. 

Commonwealth does not want en­
dowments. And Commonwealth 
students must save the present $100 
tuition, plus money for books cloth­
ing, and incidentals from thei~' earn­
ings in industry. An extra $50 
would eliminate most of the working 
students, aR only a few command 
~ufficiently high wage~, to meet such 
an increase. 

The solution seems thcrefol'(l to 

lie in the establishment of supple­
mentary scholarships - each of $50, 
and one for each student-to be sub­
scribed by friends of workers' educa­
tion. Thus, the student supplies 
$100, the friend of workers' educa­
tion supplies !;inO, the iudustrial or­
ganization of Comr.lOnwealth sup­
plies the equivalent of $350, and 
the teachers donate their services. 

Surely, no friend of workers' edu­
cation will hesitate to be responsible 
for at least one such scholarship 
or at least part of one if his means 
are limited. Even $10 will serve as 
the supplementary scholarship of a 
student for aimost six weeks, and 
$25 will sen'e for half a year. Nor 
will these supplementary scholar­
ships remain a permanent necessity. 
They will decrease from year to year 
as the economic unit approaches the 
goal of complete self-maintenance 
until they can be dispensed with­
or the money can be used to pay the 
$100 <l yeal' tuition of workers who 
desire to become students but can not 
themselves supply the needed funds. 

Best in South 

I,'ontillll\'d froll\ I'a:~e 1.1 

derstands t hat Commonwealth 
tounts its friends among all dasses 
and COl1<litiOl~S of the people, and 
that ,the~l' friends are generally en­
thmHHstlc sllpporters of "isms" and 
dogmas and religions and theories 
and .shades of theory almost as var­
ied as the friends are numerous, and 
t~~~t each one sends along as many 
(hHerel~t book~ as he can find to sup­
port hIS partIcular hobby, one can 
understand that our library mllst be 
ciJlllpl'ehcnsive, and can guess that it 
probably contains many volumes 
that are out of Jlrint and that are not 
to be found in libraries under the 
('ol1trol of persons, groups, or dasses 
who seek to direct public reatiing 
along «('rtaill chanllels and, as fill' as 
lJo:;~ible. IlH'\'cnt readillg alollg other 
channels. 

\\'lwll Charll's II, Ken, of Ow uook 
publishing firm uf Chal'lcH 11. KelT 
and Comp.my, Chil'ago, WU:i IWl'l! he 
spent the majo)' portion of hil'! thl'ee 
weeks vacation poring OWl' rare v()l~ 
tllnes which he dcclul'e<il'ould not be 
found elsewhere in Amel'icn. I n view 
of the fact that for thil'ty~one yeal'!i 
it has been the business ~f Mr.-Kerr 
to read rare books, and to tl'al1s~ate 
rare books from foreign languages, 
we feel justified in quoting him in 
support of our contention that Com­
monwealth library is the uest in the 
South. 

It is with ideas ali with pieces of 
money, those of the least vaiue J!'en~ 
emily circulate the most.-Puneh. 

-
Shiftless Paupers 

(('ontiuuetl from Page a,] 

fits may foregather and make eacn 
other miserable by long winded 
pseudo - philosophical arguments 
while waiting fol' the dinner bell to 
call them to meals which they have 
not helped to provide. And i"ight 
now we want it distinctly under. 
stood that, economically, Common. 
wealth is very much a "Common .. 
wealth of Toil," and that in order to 
remain here and enjoy such bless- • 
ings as we have it is necessary to 
work, and work hard ;-and we do 
not care to undertake the support of 
any considerable number of di"Ones. 

Commonwealth has only just now 
emerged from the formative stage. 
Everything is crude. Nothing is 
finished. We need help. We need 
muscle power. We will welcome 
those who can and will give us that 
help, In return, we will guarantee 
to all such persons that which we 
have already attained for ourselves: 
freedom of thought, freedom of 
speech, freedom of action-if such 
action is not matel'iallv harmful to 
the community; and all this in a 
~ommunity ,wherein social inequality 
IS not pe1'l1utted to exist, a communi­
ty in which the rights and privileges 
and idiosyncrasies of each individual 
are scrupulously rEspected. • 

Yes indeed, come to Arkansas. • 
Come to Commonwealth. But please 
do not come filled with the idea that 
you w.ill be ~arried around on a chip 
and fed WIth a golden spoon.­
MARAT. 

Society Notes 

0",. Absent Ones are very modern 
in one thing at least: they do not 
write home very often. In fact most 
of them do not write at all~and 
that notwithstanding the fact that 
prHctically every OliE. made solemn 
l~l'O~lise~ to write reglliarly for pub­
hcatlOll III the Fortnightly. In round­
abuut WHyS Fortnightly has had news • 
frolll ~OIl'e uut if they are too careless 
to write to the editor, the editor will 
retaliate by keeping their names out 
of the paper. 

As we must render account of ev~ 
Pl'Y idle word, so must we likewise 
of our idle silence.-Ambrose. ' 

Double ignorance is where a man 
is ignorant that he is ignorant.­
Plato. 

Keep ('0::11 and you command ev~ 
\!rybotiy,-St. J list. 


