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WHAT IS COMMONWEALTH COLLEGES

Commonwealth was orgnnized in 1923 to

provide education for workers on a self-

supporting vasls.
* L]

Commonwealth Is located in the Qua-
chitas near Mena, Ark,, where it operates
agricultural and other hasic industries by
menns of four hours’ daily labor from its
students and leaclu-ﬁs. .

 J

Commouwealth xeeks to develop in
young men nnd women of the working
clnsn the capucity to serve the labor
motement,

s & O

Commonwcalth Is a non-sectariur, non-
propugands institution. It sponsors no
purticular religious, political, or economic
dogma. It holds that xclectific experi.
mentation earries the only hope of ad-
Justment or solution of personal &nd so.
cial problems,

* L

Commonwealth ix the only institution
jor higher education where both teachers
and students earn their maintenauce by
part-time labor while engaged in aea-
demic work,

Shiftless Paupers

[Continued from Pagze 1)
state—one of which is the Ouachita
mountain section wherein is located
Commonwealth  College — are so
sparsely settled that there is almost
unlimited pasturage for cattle and
hogs and other “eritters.,” The “Na-
tives,” who are often referred to with
sneers by the above - mentioned
“shiftless paupers,” are good neigh-
bors, quite up to the American aver-
age of intelligence; their greatest
fault being a childlike credulity
which causes them (o over-estimate
the worth of anyone who comes
among them wearing good clothes
and using a vocabulary containing
words which are not well understood
but which are conceived to be an in-
dication of higher education.

In reality, to live in Arkansas one
must work quite as hard as in any
other country. Those whe have been
deceived on this score by the easy-

i+ outinued on Pave 31

EDUCATIONAL PIONEERING

it is to the challenging task of seek-
ing a more satisfactory approach to
higher education that Common-
wealth gives its energies. It is sig-
nificant that altho velumes have
been written pointing out the defi-
ciencies in modern higher education,
most of these volumes have eventual-
lv only added to the general feeling
that nothing can be done about it.

This has not been the attitude of
those who are building Common-
wealth. To analyze and admit de-
fects, and at the same time to accept
these defects as inevitable, is not a
part of the scientific procedure; for
to see defects and accept them is to
grow old and decay; to understand
defects and to use this knowledge
as a means of reconstruction is to
open up the road to progress.

This has been the viewpoint of
Commoners during their four years
of constructive effort. It is interest-
ing to realize that men high in aca-
demic circles are watching and
studying this new approach, and
that many have indicated their feel-
ing that a vital contribution has al-
ready been made.

Just what has been done, why, and
how, can best be shown by discuss-
ing the development of Common-
wealth under the five categories into
which the weaknesses of present day
education have been divided, and by
showing thus, point by point, how
Commonwealth is building its life to
counteract what seem to be the ele-
ments of decay in modern higher
education.

1. Economic: (A) Common-
wealth is not parasitic; its source of
income is derived from the activities
of the educational community func-
tioning as an integral part of gener-
al economic life. This is possible be-
cause each instructor and student
spends twenty hours a week in agri-
cultural, industrial, or domestic
work. In about four years, with the
economic unit and man power only
509 completed the college has
reached approximately 909% seif
maintainance. The goal of complete
self maintenance is vet to be real-
ized, but the method has been found
sound, and success seems to be but a
matter of development.

Nor does Commonwealth seek en-
dowment, because this implies a con-
trolling of production capital not to
be used by the owners, thus enabling
the owners to function onlv because
of the economic activities of others.
Money which most colleges would
use as endowment, Commonwealth
invests in capital equipment to be
operated by its faculty and student
body.

{B) There is no selection of stu-
dents on an economic basis here, be-
cause all students are equal in this
respect, each being self supporting
thru his twenty hours of industrial
work a week.

(C) Working one's way is uni-
versal at Commonwealth, not only
among students but among instruc.
tors. While many students in Uni-
versities spend 30 to 40 hours a week
trying to earn board and room at
jobs which in many instances cut into
hours of class and study, thé student
at Commonwealth receives his board,
room, and laundry for twenty hours
of work, so organized that his work
in no way conflicts with study, class
work, or group life.

11. Educationally: (A) T he
teachers and students at Common-
wealth are free to approach prob-
lems experimentally and fearlessly
because there is no sustaining group
with an economie, religious, social,
or political biag to withdraw its sup-
port if heresy is discovered. The
host of teachers and students in
standard colleges who lose caste and
jobs each year because they dare to
dissent from the herd opinion, are
perhaps best in a position to evaluate
this freedom.

Moreover, Commonwealth is not a
part of the educational heirarchy
and is not compelled fo cramp its
life to fit the requirements of rigid
accrediting associations. Yet some
of its students have had their work
at Commonwealth accepted in the
largest accredited Universities.

Moreover there is no caste system
within the faculty. Altho there
are enough degrees including Ph. Ds.
to go arcund almost twice, all teach-
ers are instructors, and each is free
to develop that technique which is
best adapted to his personality, the
requirements of the subject, and the
needs of the students. Classes are
small, contacts are intimate, and red
tape is held to a minimum. Rational
adjustments to life situations occupy
the center of the academic stage.

(B) The teachers are not em-
ployees, but a guild of educators,
paying themselves no salaries, but
receiving each his maintenance
from the commen wealth,

(C) Commonwealth does not
give credits nor grant degrees, altho
it meets all the qualifications of a
degree granting institution. Thus
the student has no stimulus other
than an eager intellectual curiosity,
for no haphazard collecting of cred-
its will gain a reward of intrinsic
economic or social value. This makes
it necessary for the student to be in-
terested in his own education, for
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* he knows that every thing depends

upon his own interest, energy, initi-

* ative, and application.

I1I. Community Life: Life here
is not artificiai. ‘l'here are no gor-
geous Frat houses where students
acquire habits of luxury. Organized
athletics, commercialized amuse-
ments, and their various complica-
tions and preblems do not exist.

The entire campus consists of a
group of frame buildings beautiful-
ly situated on a biuff overlooking
a mountain-encircled valley. The ap-
pearance is that of a small commun-
ity, and ‘the new comer often asks
where the college is. A college does
not consist of buildings; it consists in
the educational association of teach-
ers and students. This association is
Commonwealth College, and classes
are held wherever this association is
most natural and iuspiring.

A few hours of work each day pro-
vides a normal outlet for energy,
builds health, and adds another op-
portunity for informal contacts.
‘The usual remark of a visitor is that
no where has he ever felt so free or
s0 much at home. This freedom and
at-home-ness is not a training away
from normal living as is most college
life. It is the result of normal liv-
ing in a functioning community.

The student does not feed on com-
mercialized amusement, but creates
his own avocation according to his
own taste. Swimming, hiking, nature
study, discussion around the fire
place, open forums, reading, dances,
home talent plays, community sings,
creative construction of beautiful
things, and music appreciation all
add a type of variety which can be
incorporated by the student into his
own community life after he leaves
college.

1V. Neighberhocd Relations:
Commonwealth is a functioning part
of its neighborhood. Community
dances, sings, and socials are so well
attended that there is scarcely room
for every one. Last Fourth of July

" when the Communers had had time

L

to tell perhaps a dozen people of a
social, almost a hundred neighbors
gathered to enjoy the fun and con-
sume the ice cream.

It is this integration with the

. neighborhood life which makes it un-

likely that a Commonwealth student
will develop collegiate snobishness.
Moreover the student, during his five
months of summer work, often in a
large city, keeps vital contact with
reality. Attending Commonwealth
is certainly not entering a monas-
tery, nor “taking a glorious four
year vaeation.”

V. Expansion Limits: Caesar
was ahle to cross the Rhine because
he built his own bridge as he went.
A less able general would have been

Shiftless Paupers

{{ontinued from Page 2.}

going air of those who have learned
the secret of existence in the Seuth
frequently advertise their lack of
common sense by blaming the cli-
mate, the soil, the people, the mar-
keting facilities, and any other thing
that comes into their minds; — ex-
cept that they never by any chance
blame their own stupidity.

That which our correspondent al-
leges to be the big trouble with Ar-
kansas would, if permitted, very
soon become the ruination of Com-
monwealth. More often than might
be supposed we get letters from peo-
ple wanting to come here and enter
the “colony” because they believe it
to be a place where they can piddle
around, pump a few pails of water,
split a few armloads of kindling
wood, snap a few beans for canning,
lie abed until the middle of the fore-
noon, spend the evenings eating
watermelons and dancing, and get by
without having to “engage in killing
toil for the profit of some grasping
capitalist.” All such applicants are
turned down whenever detected.

It is true that Fortnightly has
from time to time published some
rather glowing accounts of our
splendid climate, our beautiful
scenery, our care-free existence, and
other ultra-desirable features of
Commonwealth; and not one word of
what we have published has been un-
true or even exaggerated. But we
have never represented this educa-
tional institution as a “colony”
wherein all sorts of freaks and mis-

[Continued on Page 4.1

Swamp Commonwealth
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As it is, most any one who happens
to be idle for the time is impressed
tor this duty.

In addition to the growing crowds
of interested neighbors, and the
numerous tourists who make the side
trip from Mena, there has been a
goodly number who came from dis-
tant parts for the express purpose of
getting acquainted with a Wworkers’
School. Such persons, of course,
generally stay from one tc five
weeks. And they have come in such
numbers that our commodious
“Guest House” has at times been too
small to hold them and the overflow
had to be assigned sleeping quarters
among the cottages of the group
members and the half vacant dormi-
tories.

We like this. We want people to
come and learn first hand what we
have. Our only regret in this con-
nection is that our facilities for en-
tertainment are so crude and inade-
quate. Next year, as a matter of
natural growth if for no other rea-
son, we will be in better position to
entertain. Next year we expect the
number of visitors to be greatly aug-
mented; for all those who have hon-
ored us with their presence have en-
thusiasticaily accepted invitations to
return and bring their friends.

Without going you can get no-
where.—Chinese Proverb.

Towers are measured by their
shadows and great men by their
calumniators.—Chinese Proverb,

helpless. If modern education has
reached its limit of expansion it may
be because it has been unwilling to
help provide its own means of sus-
tenance.

Commonwealth College does not
hope to expand to a community
larger than 100 students and fifteen
instructors. Mass production may
do well enough for cheap tin pans,
but the small unit seems best adapt-
ed to the development of self reliant,
cultured, mature human beings.
However with one college successful-
ly functioning along lines of self-
maintaining educatiecn for workers
it seems probable that others will
grow up. With their added exper-
ience it may be possible to “develop
a college capable of opening the
doors of life to the great majority.”

Many people honestly fear the ad-
dition of an economic function to an
educational community. This fear
would be justified if the groun were
controlied by outsiders who could
reap s rrofit.  Commanwealth is nat,
The teachers are primarily interest-

ed in education, and are willing to
work equal hours with the students,
for the nrivilege of freedom in co-
operative thinking. Should a sur-
plus ever accrue above a reasonable
allowance for research and scholar-
ships the economic activities would
be cut down to the minimun.

Again many communities have de-
veloped and declined where the pri-
mary aim was the economic gain of
the individuals. Commonwealth has
a purpose which eclipses economic
gain, and this purpose has proved
sufficient to keep economic activities
in a subordinate position.

Much yet remains to be done be-
fore Commonwealth can be consider-
ed a completely successful venture.
None realize this more than those
who are working with the ever

_changing situation. Yet faith in the

experimental approach, resiliency of
mind and spirit, and a belief in the
possibility of progress give those
who are daily at the Commonwealth
task a faith that relative success is
attninable,
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Thanks, Dr. Zeuch

{Coutinued from Page 1.]

work of fiction, “Johnny Perkins,”
which he began while at school here
—and upon which he received much
coaching from Commonwealth in-
structors. Now it seems that he is
putting to use the instruction in pub-
lic speaking and debating which he
received from Dr. Zeuch.

Nor does it appear that training
under Zeuch in any degree modified
Fritz’ personal views. Zeuch is any-
thing but a Communist, and can
hardly be called a “radical” of any
sort. Fritzisan American Commun-
ist who glories in his dogma; but he
savs:

“It is not such a hard task any
more to convince the Comrades that
I am not becoming conservative.
Most of them were afraid such
would be the result of a year’s study
at Commonwealth College. They are
surprised, and look upon Cominon-
wealth in a far difterent light than
formerly.”

A better testimonial to the practa-
bility or at least possibility of non-
propaganda education could hardly
be penned.

Plans for Future

[Continued from Page 1.]
library, and establish two small
shops wherein repairs can be made
and certain standard articles can be
produced. With such a sum, Com-
monwealth, by supplying the labor,
and by supplying much of the ma-
terials from s own forests, can do
what most colleges would reguire
five times as much cash to do.

(2) Until our friends have made
it possible to complete the economic
unit, the ten per cent difference be-
tween existing conditions and total
self-maintenance —a dittference
which will naturally decrease as the
unit nears completion — must be
supplied from sources outside the
group members and students,

Many colleges would meet this sit-
uation by raising the tuition from
$100 to 3150 a yvear, and the students
who couldn’t pay could stay at
home. Other cclleges would meet
the situation by accepiing large en-
dewments,

Commonwealth does not want en-
dowments. And Commonwealth
students must save the present $100
tuition, plus money for books, cloth-
ing, and incidentals from their earn-
ings in industry. An extra $50
would eliminate most of the working
students, as only a few command
sufficiently high wages to meet such
an increase,

The solution seems therefore to

lie in the establishment of supple-
mentary scholarships — each of $50,
and one for each student—to be sub-
scribed by friends of workers’ educa-
tion. Thus, the student supplies
$100, the friend of workers’ educa-
tion supplies $50, the industrial or-
ganization of Commonwealth sup-
plies the equivalent of $350, and
the teachers donate their services.
Surely, no friend of workers’ edu-
cation will hesitate to be responsible
for at least one such schelarship
or at least part of one if his means
are limited. Even $10 will serve as
the suppnlementary scholarship of a
student for aimost six weeks, and
$25 will serve for half a year. Nor
will these supplenientary scholar-
ships remain a permanent necessity.
They will decrease from year to year
as the economic unit approaches the
goal of complete self-maintenance
until they can be dispensed with—
or the nioney can be used to pay the
3100 a year tuition of workers who
desire to become students but can not
themselves supply the needed funds.

Best in South

[Continued from Paze 1.]

derstands that Commonwealth
counts its friends among all classes
and conditions ot the people, and
that these friends are generally en-
thusiastic supporters of “isms” and
dogmas and religions and theories
and shades of theory alnost as var-
ied as the friends are numerous, and
that each one sends along as many
different books as he can find to sup-
port his particular hobby, one can
understand that our library must be
comprehensive, and can guess that it
probably contains many volumes
that are out of print and that are not
to be found in libraries under the
control of peisons, groups, or classes
who seek to direet publie reading
along certain channels and, as far as
possible, prevent reading along other
channels.

When Charles H. Kery, of the book
publishing firm of Charles H. Kerr
and Company, Chicago, was here he
spent the major portion of his three
weeks vacation poring over rare vol-
umes which he declared could not be
found elsewhere in America. In view
of the fact that for thirty-one years
it has been the business of Mr, Kerr
to read rare books, and to transiate
rare books from foreign languages,
we feel justified in quoting him in
support of our contention that Com-
monwealth library is the best in the
South.

it is with ideas as with pieces of
money, those of the least vaiue gen-
erally circulate the most.—Punch.

Shiftless Paupers
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fits may foregather and make each
other miserable by long winded
pseudo - philosophical arguments
while waiting for the dinner bell to
call them to meals which they have
not helped to provide. And right
now we want it distinctly under-
stood that, economically, Common-
wealth is very much a “Common-
wealth of Toil,” and that in order to
remain here and enjoy such bless-
ings as we have it is necessary to
work, and work hard;—and we do
not care to undertake the support of
any considerable number of drones.

Commonwealth has only just now
emerged from the formative stage.
Everything is crude. Nothing is
finished. We need help. We need
muscle power. We will welcome
those who can and will give us that
help. In return, we will guarantee
to all such persons that which we
have already attained for ourselves:
freedom of thought, freedom of
speech, freedom of action—if such
action iz not materially harmful to
the ccmmunity; and all this in a
community wherein social inequality
is not permitted to exist, a communi-
ty in which the rights and privileges
and idiosyncrasies of each individual
are scrupulously respected.

Yes indeed, come to Arkansas.
Come to Commonwealth. But please
do not come filled with the idea that
you will be carried around on a chip
and fed with a golden spoon. —
MARAT.

Saciety Notes

Our Absent Ones are very modern
in one thing at least: they do not
write home very often, In fact, most
of them do not write at all—and
that notwithstanding the fact that
practically every one made solemn
promises to write reguiarly for pub-
lication in the Fortnightly. In round-
about ways Fortnightly has had news
from sowe but if they are too careless
to write to the editor, the editor will
retaliate by keeping their names out
of the paper,

As we must render account of ev-
ery idle word, so must we likewise
of our idle silence.—~Ambrose, °

Double ignorance is where a man
is ignorant that he is ignorant.—
Plato.

Keep cool and vou command ev-
erybody.—St, Just.




