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OUR FARMERS GLUM I 
AS �R�A�I�N�~� �C�~�N�T�I�N�U�E� I 

I 
The Hain Gods Get a Cursing Out as ! 

Deluge Prevents 'Vork 1 

Thanks, Your Honor 
Washington, D. C., 
May 6: 1927. 

Dear Dr. Zeuch: 
I enclose, with my best wishes, 

a check ($100) for the College­
to be used for such purposes as 
you deem most desirable. 

Cordially, 
LOUIS D. BRANDEIS. 

"It newr rains but it pours" has 
bt.'en literally true at Commonwealth 
this spring. The farm manager and 
his (Te\\' anxiously watch the skies 
from day to day as they try to catch 
up bet ween inundations with the 
1,1rJ1l WUl'k, whith �i�~� about �t�h�l�'�e�~� 
\Ht'ks bl'hind �~�l�'�h�e�d�u�l�e�.� 

This unsolicited and unexpected I 
token of interest in and aid for our I 
experimental educational project I 
for workers is highly pleasing and 

! encouraging to the Commoners. 
Dr. Zeuch opines that the sum will I 
buy about thirty barrels of cement I 
toward the building of our little hy· I 
dro-electric plant which we hope to 

En'rybody who reads knows, of 
�c�o�u�r�~�e�.� of the unprecedented rains 
and floods that have afflicted the 
�~�o�u�t�h�w�l�'�s�t� this spring. While the 
floods do not bother the Commoners, 
as the highlands are not affected, the 
�r�a�i�n�~� are a gl'!'at lIuisance. Every few 
dan; the raill comes down ill torrents 
and e\'l'll though it clears up urightly 
it clops not .-emain that WilY long 
enough to get much agricultural work 
done. 

The farm crew planned to have the 
corn planted �I�J�~�'� t!le 15th of April. 
Tht·y did not get it in until the 15th 
of May. They expected to have the 
first sweet potato slips in the ground 
thE 1st of May, but could not plow 
the ground for them until the 12th of 
the month. The planting of peanuts, 
,Mung beans, melons, higel'a. and all 
othe), crops has been delayed. As the 
growing- season in this region is very 
long there will �b�~� good crops anyway, 
provided there is sufficient rain later 
in the season. 

The crops that were planted before 
the great rains uegan are looking 
fine. There is a hundred per cent 
stand of Prizetakel' onions, of which 
30,000 were set out. The Irish pota· 
toes blossomed the 1st of May and 
promise a good yield ready fo), dig'­
ging lJy the middle of June. 

But our farmers watch the moun­
tains on the �W�f�~�s�t�l�'�r�n� and northern 
edge of the �\�'�a�l�l�e�~�'� out of the tails of 
theil' eyes as they urge the horses Oli­
ward with the �p�l�o�w�~�.� At any momcl1t 
someone may shout, ;'Hel'c comes an­
othej'!" Then it is a rac(> Let ween 
the �h�o�r�~�(�'�s� and the storm. 

When a man has not a good reason 
for doing a thing, he has one good 
reason for ietting it alone.-Sir W. 
Scott. 

! find the time to construct during 
I the summer and coming autumn. 

'--------

SOME COWS 
Milk! Pans of milk! Buckets of 

milk! Crocks and churns of milk! 
Commonwealth has three cows. 'rwo 
Jerseys and a Holstein. The barn 
boss calls them Red and Mouse-Face 
and Spot. Just three, but, oh, my! 

It would be useless to tell you how 
many pints or quarts or gallons of 
milk they gh'e a �d�a�~�T�.� Figures are 
so inexpressive. And, anyway, it is 
doubtful if anyone has e\'er measured 
it. But there are twenty-five of us in 
the modest crew this summer, and we 
ha ve all the milk we can possibly 
drink-three times a day and seven 
days a week. We have milk for ice 
cream, until no one cares for it any 
more. We have milk to churn for 
butter. \Ve have milk for cottage 
cheese, until everyone is fed up on 
cottage cheese. We feed whey and 
clabber and such like to the chickens 
and the pigs and the neighbor's 
hounds. E\'(;l'y available receptacle is 
full of milk. Mildred, the boss cook, 
has ordered cheese cloth and the 
other essentials and says she is going 
to start a cheese factory. Let us hope 
she doesn't make limburger. 

It is "grass time," of course, and 
pasture is good. But they really 
haven't gained so very much. Nor 
al'e they all fresh. The two Jerseys 
are at the stage where, flccol'ding to 
custom, they should be ';turllcd dry." 
But they refuse to go dry. They wad­
die home at night dripping milk at 
every step. 

$1,00 a Year 

RED, REDDER,REDDEST 
Ai COMMONWEALTH 

A Red "True Story" Ready.made for 
the American Legion, the Civic 

Federation, Matt WoU, and 
Other 150 Per Centers 

In aluminum kettles, in dishpans, 
in water buckets, in almost every 
imaginable kind of kitchen container, 
a red, red flood is flowing almost 
daily at Commonwealth, from the 
strawberry patch to the canning ta­
bles, Cal'mined lips, gory fingcl's, 
red-stained dresses, cardinal knickers 
and trousers tell their tale: straw­
berry picking is on. 

Father Zeuch leads this Red Army 
in the field. Ruthlessly he gets his 
recruits from whatever departments 
he can beg, borrow or steal them. Nor 
is he above coercion, duress and sub. 
orning. 

The Aromas were set out last year 
and so came into their first bearing 
this spring. There is a very large 
yield of big, beautiful, excellent-fla­
vored berries. The job of getting 
picking done is difficult during this 
season of heavy work. Consequently, 
somc evenings the pickers do not fin­
ish the red harvest until the sun sets 
behind Cedar Mountain. 

Mrs. O'Hare is doing her best, with 
help, to stem the crimson flood and 
turn it into preserves, jam, and what­
ever else it is that they make from the 
red, red fruit. Quarts and quarts on 
the shelves attest the success Qi her 
efforts. Then, too, about twenty-five 
resident Commoners do all they can 
almost every meal-time to relieve her 
of the necessity of �~�n�n�i�n�g�.� They do 
do not make �m�u�~�h� of a dent on the 
crop, however. From day to day the: 
red field looks redder and redder. 

"Chip-Will's-a-Widow" . : 
�~� 

Do you know the whippoorwill? It 
is a bit smaller than a quail. Its pre­
vailing color is brownish-gray, with 
ShHl'P black streaks on the head and 
back. 1 ts wings are barred with �r�~� 
dish-brown. It has shOJ't legs and 
stumpy toes. It is a night bird, and 
lives pl'incipaJJy on insects which it 
�(�~�a�p�t�u�r�e�s� on the wing; its short, wide. 
hair-lined bill 01' mouth b('ing espe­
ciaiiy ndapted to this purpose. Be-

l' 'ontlnuf:d on Page 3] 
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Comtllonwealth Colle.ee 
Fortnightly 

Published twlco fl month at Mena, Arkan­
sas, by Commonwealth College, a school for 
IIcll-maintalnlng, non-propaganda education 
tor- workers, Subscription, one dollar a 
year, Entered us second class matter, Jan­
uary 30, 1!J26, at the (lost office at :'.lena, Ar­
kl\lI~al!, ulltl(lf tho Act or Augu~t 24, 1912, 

SI~lled articleH express only individual 
opinion, 

Edlto\'s, particuiarly of labor and farmer 
papers, are welcome to make Cree use of 
material appearing in these columns, A line 
crediting the Commonwe .. :lth College Fort­
nightly will he appreciate<\. 
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WII,\'I' IS COMiUONW.:AI,'I'll (;0I,U:OE1 
CtlUillIlollwelllth was organized in 1023 to 

prOl"ltll~ edul'utioll for workers on Il self· 
IIU!lporting basis. 

• • • 
(:UIIIIIIHllwcalth ill located In Uw Ozark8 

1H'lIr JlmlU, Ark .. where it operates a!,rri· 
cullurlll and other basic Industries by 
J1)PIIIIK or fOllr I!nurs' daily labor from itH 
IiltHll'ntK and teachers. 

• • • 
(:ommlJilncaltla lieekH to defeJop In 

)"oung Dll'1t and women of the 'forking 
cln88 tbe caPIlCit), to serle the labor 
mOl"cmenl. 

• • • 
(:OlllmOHlH'alth Is a uUIl-sccturiulI, lion· 

l.rollllh'1lndll Institution. It IIpousors 110 
pllrtienlnr rl'lI!,riou!I, pollUcal, or economic 
dogmll. It holds that scientific experl. 
mr.llhlfilln curries t11(~ only hope of nd· 
jllNtllWllt or soilltlllll of persoual and so· 
cilll problems. 

• • • 
(!'''1I1111l1l1H'ulth Is the 0111)' institution 

for high('r edlwatioll where both tNlchers 
IIlId sh .. lellts ('lIrn their IlIulntennnce by 
part.tillle labor wblle engaged in nra­
demic work. 

BR01~HER REBELS 

By COVA~II 

Our world is ashes-
Gone is the childlike trust-­
Dead are the gods we worshipt­
Even the dreams are dust, 
My brothers. 

Here in the bitter present, 
There in the smold'ring past-
Live the seeds of the \'isioned future? 
And what shall come at last, 
.My brothers? 

Neither drugs nor charms nor 
burnings will touch a deep~lying po­
litical sore any more than a deep 
bodily one, but only right and utter 
change of constitution; and they do 
but lose their labor who think that 
by any tricks of law they can get the 
better of those mischiefs of com­
.meree, and see not that they hew at 
a hydra.-Plato, 

WAGES 
By \VILLIAM ED\VARD ZEUCH 

I 
One of the most surpnslllg and 

pernicious doctrines that has found 
lodgment in strange places of recent 
years is that "the way to increase 
wages is to increase productivity." 

It would seem that only an elemen­
tary knowledge of economic princi­
ples or even a cursory examination of 
economic facts would forestall such 
an erroneous conclusion. Yet such a 
statement is being made, not by em­
ployers alone, who, knowing better, 
would have the workers believe it, 
but by reputable labor leaders. 

Every competent econonlic statisti­
cian knows that the pel' capita pro­
duction of American workers has in­
creased markedly during the past 
twenty years. At the same time every 
student of labor conditions knows 
that there has been no corresponding 
rise in the real wages of the American 
worker during the same period. The 
increase in per capita production did 
not bring with it a cOl'l'elative in­
crease in real wages. * 

II 
The confusion in the minds of some 

labor leaders 011 this subject seems to 
arise from the fact that they do not 
l'ealize that phy.-;ical product'ion does 
not necessarily mean mille produc­
tion. An increased pel' capita pro­
duction 011 the part uf individual la­
borers leads to an increase in the total 
volume of goods on thc market, or 
else it makes possible the discharge 
of a number of workers in the partic­
ular industry, Now an increase of the 
total volume of production results in 
an increase of the total value of the 
total volume oilly so long as there is 
sufficient demand on the market to 
take off the product at about the 
same or an increased price pcr unit 
of supply. When the increased pro­
ductivity of the indiridual worker 
leads to such an increase of the total 
supply as to overstock the market, 
then the value or price of the total 
suppiy will fall and the employer will 
be in a poorer position e\'en to employ 
his workers at the previously pre\'ail­
ing wage rate, much less to increase 
the wag-es. 

If anyone told the cotton farmers 
that. the Wen' to increase their ilwome 
was to incl:easc their produdioli he 
would be considered a fool and treat­
ed accordingly. If any farm Il'ader 
werc to tell the corn farmers thai UH' 
way to bett<-')' their economic <.'ondi­
tion was to raise more I..'ol'n to tlw 

"Tho>;t> whll wish a sIati:;lical d"II!OIl:<tl'a­
lion of this 101('1 ShOlll<l gf't th .. I'P('Pllt slll­
,.lie" of production \)I\hlb:hetl hy th<~ \', ~. 
Harl':lu uf Lahol' Htat\stlc~, alit! <'ompHl't' 
thl' increase in Ilnuluction with flw in­
crease in wa~es In particular in\lu:;tril'!; 
o\'el' it (}eri!)<! oi Ii lilt', 

acre and to plant more acres he would 
be laughed and ridiculed out of h.is 
If'adership. The cotton farmers and 
the corn farmers have learned from 
bitter experience that an increased 
1JhysiCCll production is not synony­
mous with an increased value produc­
tion. To their sorrow they have found 
out that big crops do not mean big 
money. 

It is almost unbelie\'able that any 
man who has been in the labor move­
ment long enough to become a labor 
leader should remain in ignorance of 
these elementary economic facts. Yet 
some labor leaders are preaching 
elimination of waste, greater effi­
ciency in production, and a speeding 
up of the individual worker as a 
means to increase wages. They par­
rot the employers' lie that "the way 
to get more is to produce more." It 
seems very strange that some of the 
labor leaders who are parroting this 
canard had their training in the min­
ing industry where the laborers are 
notoriously suffering from too much 
efficiency and too many workers; 111 
other words, from too much produc­
tion. 

III 
Wages arc not determined by the 

physical productivity of the laborer. 
Within certain definite limits wages 
are determined by the economic and 
political power of the organized 
workers. 

No wages for any great length of 
time can fall below the subsistence 
Ic\'cl of the workers. Likewise, no 
wage for any great length of time can 
be higher than the value productivity 
of the workers. ,J list where the wage 
will be in any industry between the 
lower limit of the subsistence level 
and the upper limit of the value of 
the goods produced depends on th.e 
organized economic power of the 
workers in that particular industry 
and the organized political power of 
the workers generally. 

In our modern capitalistic society, 
every business organizer must get 
sufficient yalue (money) return from 
his enterprise to pay his costs, that 
is, his rent, interest, insurance 
against risks, wages and a sufficient 
!l1atlaj.!el'ial wnge or salary to keep 
him in the business. Assuming the 
continuation of capitalism, the organ­
ized work\'l's must always leave the 
bllsilieH~ organizer sufficient to pay 
the otlwl,-than-wag-e costs and a prof­
it gt~lH.'rOUS enough to keep him in 
hlisillt~SH. Under capitalism, the up­
PC)' limit of wages must always be, 
assuming that the economic and po­
litical powe}' of the organized work­
ers is sufiicient to get it, determined 

(Cont!llued on Page 3,] 
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Society Notes 
Uncle Rube: The college truck was 

sent to Sallisaw, Oklahoma, the early 
part of May, to move H. H. (Rube) 
Munson and his new strain of chick­
ens, the Crown Comb White Leg­
horns, to Commonwealth, where Mr. 
Munson will take charge of the poul­
try department. The sense of humor 
of the Commoners is roused a bit by 
the fact that Mr. Munson was one of 
the political prisoners during the war 
and learned the poultry business 
while in charge of the chicken farm 
at Leavenworth for three years. Mr. 
Munson was one of the five founders, 
and organizer for the state of Okla­
homa, of the Working-Class Union, 
one of the most interesting and at the 
same time one of the least known of 
our sporadic rank and file working­
class movements. Organized in 1914 
at VanBuren, Arkansas, it had 50,000 
members by 1917. When the war 
came the organization oppo.sed the en­
trance of the United States into the 
conflict. Mr. Munson, being an out­
standing figure in the movement, was 
arrested in May, 1917, and sentenced 
under a law that was not passed until 
a month later; that is, he was sen­
tenced under an ex post facto law-a 
thing forbidden by the national con­
stitution; to ten years at Leanven­
worth for opposing the war. He was 
released after serving five years. As 

[continued on Page 4.] 

Wages 

Chip .. Will's-A .. Widow 

l Continued from Page 1] 
ginning early in April and continuing 
far into the summer, this little bird 
may be heard any night, at frequent 
and regular intervals, uttering in a 
plaintive voice the notes that gave it 
a name: "Whip-poor-Will, Whip-poor­
Will," -sometimes, and I think more 
accurately, interpreted, "Chip-Will'R­
a-widow." 

When the nights are warm and the 
moon shines bright, it is pleasant to 
stroll along the cliff overlooking Mill 
Creek and listen to the whippoorwiHs 
in the low lands across the stream, 
voicing the song that will continue 
until the morning star comes to send 
them to sJeep: "Chip-WiIl's-a-widow, 
Chip-Will's-a-widow, - - -." It 
carries the writer of this back to a 
time when a young man and his bride 
used to wander out along the railroad, 
and out upon a trestle that spanned a 
certain stream, and sit on the ends of 
the cross-ties and listen to the whip­
poorwills for hours and hours-until 
their clothing was damp with dew, 
and they shivered and snuggled up 
close for warmth. 

But the young man went to the 
war. When he returned, his bride 
slept beneath the grass and wild­
flowers. And of evenings when the 
katydids droned in the trees and fire­
flies danced between the corn rOW8 
a whippoorwill would come and chant 
above her grave: "Chip-WiU's-a­
widow, Chip-Will's-a-widow." 

-MARAT. 

GARMENT WORKER EXPLAINS 
COMMONWEALTH ADVANTAGES [Continued from Page 2] 

by the full value productivity of ---
the laborers minus necessary other- Among the subjects Commol\-
than-wage costs and a reasdnable wealth College presents to its stu­
profit. dents there is one of which I wish to 

But, and this is the thing !hat t~e say a few words; one which, in my 
workers should keep everlastmgly In opinion, deals more directly than any 
mind if they are to get the full value of the others with the question that 
prod~ctivity of their labor they must troubles the working class as a whole, 
be thoroughly organized and be ab!e and me in particular; namely, Trade 
to demand and get it because of theIr Unionism. It would be harsh of me 
economic and political power. In t~e to say that any of the, subjects in the 
history of the world the worth-whIle- curriculum are of no vltallmpol'tance. 

• 

things have come to the individuals, , On the contrary, I wish that our 
ol'ganizations and classes that have American workers could become ac­
had the power to command them. In- quainted wit~ the theories of psychol­
stead of wasting time and energy try- ogy, economiCS, law, etc. It probably 
ing to do the empl~yers' job of. ge~- wo~l~ he!p the!," to understand t~eir 
ting waste elimination, greater mdJ- pOSItIon m SOCIety as, t~e producm~ 
vidual production etc., the labor lead- • class. But Trade Umol1lsm deals dl­
ers should devot~ every moment. ~f r~ctly with the bread and butter ques­
their time and every ounce of their bon. 
energy building up the power of the "Trade Unionism," or "Labor His­
workers through the develop:nen~ of tory and problems,J! as it is some­
economic and political orgamzabo1}s times called, is a compound subject in 
that will "take aU the business wIll which various labor problems are dis­
beal'u in the shape of wages. For.a cussed. The history of organized Ja­
labor leader to concern himself serl- bor is. however, the topic to which 
ously with ought else is treason to 0!lr instruct?~ devotes most of the 
his constituents. time. By CIting as an example the 

• 

Book Review 

THE THIN EDGE 

An Interpretation of Recent Ameri­
can History 

James C. Malin, New York. 
The Century Co. $1.25 

This is probably the best book of 
its kind yet written. One of its reC­
ommendations is its brevity and 
clarity. The designation of "its 
kind" is meant to include such char­
acteristics, style and method as will 
permit its introduction into our big, 
ultra-conservative, trust-controlled 
universities. 

1n explaining the viewpoint of the 
book the author says: "We have too 
much history teaching which mere­
ly aims at having the student mem­
orize a mass of facts. While this is 
absolutely necessary, it is only the 
beginning. The student must be 
stimulated and aided in thinking 
through the historic problems preo 

sented." 
The relation of economics to poli. 

tics is treated in a realistic manner. 
ItEconomic determinism" is in fact 
the principal feature of the book. 
The extent to which historical wor~ 
of this character gain circulation in 
our institutions of higher education 
would seem to constitute a pretty 
good guage of our national possibili­
ties in the direction of progressive 
political development. 

,V. C.B. 

union to which I have belonged for 
more than ten years, the Interna­
t!on~! Ladies Garment Workers, I 
shaH endeavor to point out where the 
lack of knowledge on these subjects 
brought disaster to the workers. 

During the World War, and for 
some time after the war, the 1. L. G. 
W. U. was acknowledged to be one of 
the most radital 01' progressive unions 
in New York city. We had many 
strenuous fights with the employers. 
We gained the eight-hour day, a fair 
incl'case in wages, and better condi· 
tions generally. Our power grew con­
t!nually. There were factions, of 
course, as there always have been. 
Disagreements sprung up between 
union officials. But consideration for 
the welfare of the organization was 
so strong that such disagreements 
were settled quickly. 

These disagreements were repeat­
ed, however, and it became more and 
more often impossible to settle in a 
quiet lUanner, and open fights l'~­
suited. The rank and file did not 
know much ahout the cause of these 
disagreements, and none of theunion 
officials ever published their sides of 

(Continued on Page 4.J 
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Garment Worker Exp1ains 

[,'ontiiluetl from Page 3.1 
the question, and terrible \!haos re­
sulted from the lack of knowledge. 
We an felt that something was wrong. 
Both sides seemed wrong and right at 
about the sa:ne tim~. We had to de­
side quickly on which side to be; for 
there is no such thillg as ')eing neu­
tral, lest one gets kicked from both 
sides. But how can one decide 
blindly? 

The majority of our members de­
cided quickly, and the union split. 
Both sides have great masses of fol­
lowers; blind followers, I must say. 
For, although I speak my own ideas 
and feelings, it is. after all, the voice 
of my fellow workers; as we are all 
about on the same level in education 
and experience. 

At present, the fight is not with the 
employers for better conditions. It is 
a fight between the left and right 
wings. It is a test of power to decide 
what group of "leaders" shall rule. 
The economic purpose of the union is 
long forgotten. Soci<llism. that was 
once such a glorious term, has become 
a curse word. Communism is looked 
at with suspicion because it is thought 
to mean violence and chaos. Anarch­
ism is an insult. 

But how many really know the dif­
ference between all these 'isms? How 
many are trying to find out? If the 
great mass could know the shades of 
meaning of all these 'isms; all of 
which are but a striving for a better 
human society to Jive in; they would 
soon realize how foolish it is to Quar­
rel between themselves. The students 
of Labor History at Commonwealth 
College are discussing these differ­
ences. Aftei' each discussion 1 feel 
as though some clouds that have 
gathered before a storm have been 
dissipated and it is getting clearer. 

I wonder how soon will our readers 
realize the great need of education 
for the wOI'king class? 

-IDA MINDLIN. 

Society Notes 
Ii. ·ontinued from Pa~·.e 3.) 

a dangerous radical, the Commoners 
think he will make a good chicken 
raiser. 

Galen Beilman. of Wichita, Kans., 
hitch-hiked. in the early part of May, 
to spend the summer working at 
Commonwealth with the expectation 
of entering- the college next October. 
Galen hopes to get a clearer idea of 
the meaning and possibilities of the 
laLor movement. 

George CurbOW, twenty-three ycar& 
old and a worker in the oil fields of 
Texas, blew into Commonwealth a 
j"ew days ago and announced that he 
would iike tlw opportunity of the kind 
of t-ducation Commonwealth offers. 
Commonwealth, as a rule, does not 

Good and Welfare 
The Last Order of Business 

By NAZARETH DAWN 

Ollr JlIarxian Monaste,·y. 
In glancing through the recent 

correspondence I h~ppened upon a 
letter from Charles H. Kerr of Chi­
cago in which he says, "I have sub­
scribed to the Commonwealth College 
Fortnightly, and am fascinated with 
what it tells of your Marxian monas­
tery." 

If Mr. Kerr ever gets down this 
way, which he says he hopes to do 
some day, I am afraid that he is 
doomed to a disappointment. Com­
monwealth, instead of being a ",Marx­
ian" monastery," is just an experi­
mental educational project for work­
ers. As a matter of fHct, we have 
onl.\' one l'IhlrxiRt on the teaching 
staff. That is Covami; and even he 
wobLles in his consistency at times. 

If ~ ... ir. Kerr could h~ar Father 
Zeueh flay and flout the Marxian 
\'alue theory and the Marxian notion 
of the class struggle he would prob­
ably faint from surprise, that is, of 
course, if he e\'er faints. Father 
Zeueh, who is de\'eloping a new ap· 
proach to the field of economics 
which he calls Power Economics does 
not mince any words when dealing 
with what he thinks to be the inad­
equacies of Marx. He savs that Marx 
wtlijped historical facts iiI an attempt 
to make them fit a priori Hegelian 

admit students except by formal ap­
plication with references, etc. Direc­
tor Zeuch cast an appraising eye over 
George's stalwart, denim dad form, 
asked innocent looking questions, 
sounded him out on his education and 
experience and found that he was of 
French Huguenot-Scotch Presbyte­
rian colonial stock, was reared on a 
southern farm, received a grammar 
school education, started to work for 
himself at fourteen, became interest­
ed in the labor movement as a result 
of his experiences, first heard of 
Commonwealth from a lambasting 
the college recei\'ed in a Dallas paper 
recently as a dangerous "institoo­
shun" because it was training young 
workers for the labor movement, de­
cided that he wanted that kind of an 
education, and forthwith hiked over 
from Texas to see about it. Director 
Zeuch told him to report to the indus­
trial manager for wOl'k until the mat­
ter of his acceptance could be decided. 

George J. Gates, of Chicago, who 
has been in the labor mOH~ment for 
thirty-fi\'e years has come to pay an 
(·xtended visit to Commonwealth. Mr. 
Gates was an associate of the Madero 
brothers in the revolution in Mexico 
in 19]0-11 which finally overthrew 
the Diaz dictatorship. He has been 
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metaphysical formulas, a!1d, further, 
that Marx was very foolishly ob­
sessed with the notion that he ought 
to find some value theory that would 
give the workers an ethical claim to 
the product of their toil. That is the 
whole point of the surplus value the­
ory, according to Father Zeuch. 

Mrs. O'Hare, who was a Socialist 
h~ader for years, has never pretended 
to be a profound Marxist. Her whole 
approach to social problems has been 
and is humanistic rather than' theo­
retical. She has done her bit to build 
up a political party expressive of the IiIItti 
highest idealisms of the American .. 
workers. Of recent years, she has 
spent most of her time working for 
the trade unions. 

Commonwealth most certainly is 
not a "Marxian monastery." As a 
matter of fact Commonwealth would 
like to get a real, live, scholarly Com..; 
munist who is a thorough Marxist to 
come here and represent that point of 
view. But, alas, there seems to be no 
such Communist who is willing to live 
the communal life for the opportu­
nity it offers of presenting the faith 
that is in him to our little group of 
young minds. I have been informed 
by a reliable person that Scott N ear­
ing hus had a standing invitation for 
three years to do this work. Com­
monwealth would like, also, to iiet a 
real. live, scholarly Anarchist, if • 
there is any such still at large with 
enough idealism and ability and will­
ingness to do four hours of organized 
industrial work daily. 

very much surprised and interested 
in what he has found at Common­
wealth. He had no idea as to what 
the Communers had a('complis~ed. 

Seven'ty Cotton Crops: One Sun-
day recently one of the old farmers in 
our mountain valley who likes to read 
came to borrow some historical works 
at the college library. Dr. Zeuch 
helped him to select the books he 
wanted, then said, "Well, uncle, I sup­
pose you are putting in a crop agajn 
this year?" Viall, I reckon not," he 
answered, "last year I put in my sev­
entieth cotton crop. I put in my first 
one when I was eight. Times was 
hard. That was before the war, I. 
have cropped every year since. Reck-
on I'll just rest a spell." From our 
little experience with planting, chop­
ping, plowing and picking cotton we 
would judge that he deserves to "rest 
a spell." 

Porkers, College Raised: Industrial 
Manager Koch recently took a load of 
hogs of our own raising to the Mena 
market. After doing considerable 
slaughtering and smoking of many 
hundreds of pounds of pork for sum­
mer use, Commoners found them-

. selves with a surplus of fattened live 
stock on their hands. The marketed 
hogs brought almost $30 each. 


