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WHAT IS COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE?

Commonwecalth was organized in 1923 to

provide edueation for workers on a self-

supporting hasis.
* *

Commonwealth is located in the Qzavks
near Mena, Avk, where it operates agri-
cultural and other basie industries by
means of Tour hours® daily abox from its
students and teachers,

E * %

Commonwealth  seeks to develop in
young men and women of the working
class the capacity to serve the labor
mwovement,

*$ & @

Commaonwealth is o non-secefarian, non-
propacanda institution. It spopsors ue
particulur religious, political; er economic
dogma. It holds that scientitie experi.
mentation carries the only hope of ad-
Justment or solution of personal and so-
cinl problems,

*

Commonwealth is the only institution
for higher education where hoth teachers
and students carn their maintenance by
part-fime labor while engaged in nea-
demic work,

CHASING A DEGREE
The distressing business of pur-
suing o higher degree in political
seience at o state university is de-
picted by a correspondent who is
tuking graduate work at a leading
institution of higher learning. The
paris ot the letter which are repro-
duced Lielow may be taken as sup-
plementary to Fduacational Director
Zeuck's recent article, “Liberal Ver-
sus Labor Kducation,” in which he
maintained that the workers must
sponsor their own colleges if they
wish to seek light on the social pro-
ceszes in which they are involved.
“And here T am,” declares the Ph.
D.-to-be, “wondering what in ilalie-
lujah it iz all wbout. You have heard
of this godlike thing called Re-
search: well, what is it? [ do not
know, hut it consists principally of
footnotes. You are supposed to read
everything that has hitherto been
written upon the subject, transeribe
it m your own language, giving
proper credit (the correct balance is
thought to be a page of footnotes to
a line of text), write it on thesis pa-

The Place of the Scientific Spirit
In the Workers’ Education Movement

By ARTHUR W, CALHOUN
Director of Studies, Broskwood Labor College

In this would-be scientific age, no
new movenent in the field of educa-
tion ix likely to try to establish itself
without paying its respects in one
way or another to science. 1t may
choose to coniemn science or to
caricature science, but it can not ig-
nore the challenge of science. So it
is with werkers’ education.

Already, however, itwo rather dis-
tinct tendencies in workers’ educa-
tion are manifest. One is to provide
a general, all-round edueation, domi-
nated by the scientific spirit and gov-
erned by the belief that the labor
movement will be best served by the
broadest sort of a scientific culture.
The other is to offer a narrower,
more professional training, shaped
and limited by close consideration of
what will presumably be utilitavian
for active members of the labor
movement. The former tendency is
embodied in Commonwealth, the lat-
ter in Brookwood.

Science a Human Enterprise.

In attempting to weigh the rela-
tive merits of the two procedures, it
is necessary at the outset to muke
clear what science really is as a phe-
nomenron of human interest. Of
course there may be supermen who
are able to transcend human limi-
tations and to view the universe in
some larger way than is common to
per WITH NO ERASURES, AND
IN THIY FORM PRESCRIBED ON
A SHEET AVAILABLE AT THE
GRADUATE OFFICE, and hand it
in BEIFFORE MAY 15, THESES
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED Al-
TR THES DATE. 'This process is
called the advancement of Learning,
and when you have completed it, and
1 there are no erasures, you are a
Master of Arts or a Doctor of Phil-
osophy, depending on how long you
have been here. The oniy thing for-
hidden in a thesis is an idea snatched
from the recesses of your own head.

“A person who gets his doetor’s
degree in Pol. Sci. is not supposed to
have contaet with the thing he knows
so much about. Get on the precinet
committee? Oh my no; a waste of
time. Spend all your time on your
thesis and document it well. It had
always been my previous impression
that documents were mainly used to
conceal what actually was happen-
ing in the world., 1 know now that
all knowledge is 1o be found in Doc-
uments, and that what Everyboedy
Knows is a lie unless some Professor
has embalmed it in a book.,”—11. (.

mankind; but it is hardly worth
while to deal with any seience that
{ranscends human interesi.  Conse-
quenily we may assume that science
is & human enterprise with a human
goal. In other words, science is an-
thropocentriv—it is a human strug-
gle and a human achievement, and it
gels its meaning and value in terms
of man’s effort to master the condi-
ticns of life,

Starting {rom such a standpoint,
it is ciear that science can not set
man's goul, save in the sense that
scienre may reveal to man the way
m which he may best find fulfill-
ment. There may be something more
important in the universe than the
self-reaiization of mankind, but it so
we can not be expected to be inter-
ested in i, We have to take for
granied the exsentials of human na-
fure, and the best that science can
propuse is to help them work them-
selves out.  That is, science is of use
in the provision of means rather than
in the determination of ends.

Furthermore it is necessary to dis-
tinguish between what is scientific
in the sense of best representing the
intelectual  expert’s  apprehension
of the nature of things and what is
seientitie in the sense of being best
adapted to evoke the most eftfective
action on the part of the unscientifie
multitude. It is one thing for the
scientist to have a elear vision of ob-
Jective trath; it is a quite different
thing to set forth that vision in such
a way as Lo impel mankind in gen-
eral to work it out in practice. It is
very casy for the specialist to be
scientific in the former sense, [ is
very hard Tor anybody to be scien-
tifie i the latter sense.

Now i1 we look at seience in a hu-
man way as the most vital manifes-
tation of man’s struggle with life, it
s apparent that science can not be
mereiy the passionless pursuit of
passionless intelligence put must in-
clude also such an-intense apprehen-
sion of cssential human interests,
and indeed of intrinsic human ns-
ture in ils entivety, as will enable the
race to master reaiity and achieve
seif-fulfillment. Thus we must not
only tind out what is what about the
environment and about man, but we
must find out how 1o put it over and
make it come true; for nothing is
really true save as man makes it
come true.

Commonwealth and Brookwood
Bath Serve Workers.

Thus it may be that Common-

tContinacl on Page "Threw)
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Friends of Commonwealth
Send Beoks and Donations

Books continued to come in from
friends, who are pushing the num-
ber oi* bound volumes in the Com-
monwealth library from the 2,000
up close to the 3,000 mark. Several
iriends also sent in bond subscrip-
tions and donations.

Gratefui  acknowledgement s
made {o the following:

Bond Subscriptions

William B. Brisbine, Ohio $5.00

I'rank Greeley, Mich..... 5.00

W. A. Jackson, Calif...... 5.00

Martin Winfield, Calif.... 5.00

Donaticns
H. L. Baker, Wash....... $10.00
E. R. Ridgely, Kans, .... 5.00

Maynard Shipley of the Science
League of America expresses inter-
est in the work of Commonwealth
and sends & set of scientific and clas-
sical works in the Little Blue Book
library written by him and his wife,
Miriam Allen DeFord. Ada Gris-
wold of Oshkoush sends several vol-
umes on the social studies. Ray-
mer’s 0ld Book Store of Seattle con-
tributes an agriculturai text, and the
Lindlahr Institute of Chicago sends
two of its books, while The Arbitra-
tor donates a copy of Social Prog-
ress, « Handbook of the Liberal
Mocement. A larée assortment of
garden sced comes from A, M. Hol-
den of Pennsylvania, and Olga Lar-
sen of Chicago, former book donor,
comes back with a set of Ingersoli
motto cards,

Crops Go In

(Continued from Page One)
fruit, 1,000 quarts of canned vege-
tables, and four or five tons of Irish
potatoes, carrots, turnips, cabbage,
and other things,
Commonwealth College: Gen. Mdse.

The store and commissary build-
ing is being painted and will soon
house a stock of beans, overalls, and
other items of general merchandise.
While the neighbors will be accom-
modated, the College will be its own

- chief customer.

The picturesque but unserviceable
mouniain log cabin—the only dwell-
ing on the campus a year ago—has
been demolished to make way for the
structures on the summer building
program,

In most communities, “the other

" side of the tracks” is the abode of
the lowly. At Commonwealth it is
the other side of Mili Creek.” Bat
since a1l the people at the College
are workers, they can ali live on the
aristocratic side of the creek. It is
‘the cows, pigs, and chickens who
must move to the restricted district.
"Too long they have taken the cam-
pus as their own, Besides, the barn-

Calhoun: Workers’ Education

{Continued from Page Two)
wealth and Brookwood are not so
far apart. Commonwealth may have
more disinterested ideals of pure
science in the objective sense; but we
at Brookwood have faith in the
class-consciousness of - Common-
wealth and in its pragmatic sound-
ness. It will not worship a fetich of
pseudo-science; on the contrary it
will have only one goal—the eman-
cipation of the working class, As for
Brookwood, we are doubtless narrow
and limited, in that we can net ar-
range courses according to the re-
quirements of the separate fields of
knowledge, but must plan our work
so as to give in the shortest compass
the maximum professional equip-
ment to workers .in the workers’
movement. We should like however,
to have it believed that we are not in-
terested in buncombe, clap-trap, and
short cuts, but that we aim to ground
our work in a sound knowledge of
reality, and to be scientific in the
double sense of knowing what is
what and of presenting it in such a
way that it will grip those that have
had no opportunity to find out for
themselves.

The problem of control looms, of
course. Commonwealth aims to keep
free from external demination, while
Brookwood deliberately turns con-
trol over to the official labor move-
ment, Commonwealth will be aca-
demically autonomous; while Brook-
wood will be sooner or later just
what organized labor chooses to
make it. There is danger in both di-
rections. It is altogether possible
that in the course of years Common-
wealth may succumb to the academie
blight and may become a personifica-
tion of ingrown pedagogical pedan-
try. It is even more likely that
Brookwood may become a mere ap-
pendage to a trade union machine
and may lose all claims to intellec-
tual integrity. That is, every insti-
tution tends to become institutional-
ized, and there is no sleight of hand
by which such a menace may be
warded off. Whoe will say that
Brookwood is courting the greater
risk?

Thus we come back to the scien-
tific spirit. It is for those of us thai
are laying the foundations of work-
ers’ education to adhere steadfastly
to the claims of the farthest reach

of truth; and, if our institutions

prove finally recreant, then we shall
have to leave them to the stereotyped
and start all over again.

-yard breeds flies. So over on the big

farm across the creek go barn and
live stock. ' : :
Up-and-Coming Crops.

Prosperity is waiting on - most of

Society Notes

Mprs. Sarah A. Benton of Newport,
Ky., is at Commonwealth visiting
her son, Wilbur C. Benton, instruec-
tor in history and law.

Commoners wear hats only when
they go to town—that is, about once
a fortnight. When last Educational
Divector Zeuch looked for his ven-
erable straw headpiece (sentimental
value only), it had been purloined.
Dosie and Fannie, college Holstein-
Jerseys, are suspected,

John Mars, live stock foreman, has
put a stop to nonsense in the barn-
yard. Alice, oldish hen, lost her
head on his chopping block. “She
not only wouldn’t lay herself,”
charges John, “but she was spread-
ing contraceptive iuformation
among the other hens.”

Covington Hali, instructor in la-
bor problems, was reared in Missis-
sippi and Louisiana, down wheré
watermelons and best families flour-
ish. So when he discovered some
voung sprouts, declared them to be
watermelons, transplanted them to
his private garden, and began lavish-
ing infinite care on them, everybody
took his word as law. Recently they
turned out to be sunflowers. “You
can’t tell the difference,” is Cov’s de-
fense.

Civilized man’s brain is a museum
of contradictory truths.—Remy de
Gourmont,

the crops. Ten acres of corn is up
and is pronounced “a good stand.”
Three acres of potatoes exhibits a
healthy green complexion, An acre
of cabbage is being hoed and culti-
vated, and if cabbage does not pre-
cisely wave in the breeze, the college
patch is at least doing that which
is expected. The only serious set-
back was an unusual late March
frost, which nipped some of the buds
on the school’s mature peach trees.

About 300 berry vines, several
hundred grapevines and cuttings,
3,600 strawberry vlants, and over
300 young apple, peach, and cherry
trees have accepted the college cam-
pus as their permanent home and
are striking roots into the ground.

The thrill that comes with the first
home-grown garden stufl of the year
was Commonwealth’s late in April,
when radishes from the “family gar-
den” near the dining hall began to
appear on the table. They will be
followed by letiuce, carrots, and tur-
nips. The four acres of garden truck
now beiny planted will supplement
thiy source of supply.
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New Courses

{Continued from Page One)
utilitarian for active members of the
labor movement.” Commonwealth
hopes that many who come for the
short course wili see the value of
more extended studies and find a
way to lengthen their stay.

Course in
Statistics in Labor Disputes.

An important new class scheduied
for 1926-27 will take up the presen-
tation of statistical data in labor dis-
putes. More and more a knowledge
of cost of living fluctuations, com-
parative wage figures, and the ability
to analyze financial statements and
Lusiness statistics generally is Dbe-
coming a part of the essential equip-
ment of a trade union official.

During the first semester the class
will study elementary statistical the-
ory under F. M. Goodhue. The sec-
ond semester’s work will be in
charge of William Edward Zeuch,
instructor in economic theory, who
wiill be assisted by Harold Coy,
formerly an employee of The Labor
Bureau, Inc., which acts as economie
counsel to labor organizations. An
important part ot the work will con-
sist of the study of typical briefs
submitted by trade unions in wage
arbitration cases,.

Co-operative
Buying and Marketing.

Another important addition will
be a course in the study of produc-
ers’ and consumers’ co-operatives,
which will be given by Carlos V. Hill,
a graduate of the Iowa State Agri-
cultural College, who is joining the
faculty after spending several
months with Commonwealth. He will
also teach a preparatory department
course in the elements of science.

Three years of work in public
speaking are scheduled under the di-
rection of Alice Hanson. Extempor-
ancous speaking and pariiamentary
drili will form the basic
which may be followed by either oral
interpretation and play production
or persuasion, argamentation, and
types of public address.

Ceurses in labor history and prob-
lems and in labor journalism, both
of which were given last vear, are
definitely a part of the curriculum,
and a constant attempt will be made
to improve them and to bring them
closer to the needs of the labor move-
ment.

Advanced Economics.

Three-hour courses in money and
banking and advanced economic
theory the first semester and in the
economics of current events and the
history of economic thought the sec-
ond will be offered by Educational
Director Zeuch.,

“Wilbur C. Benton widl be offering
imstruction both in elementary and

course,

Good and Welfare

The Last Order of Business
By HAROLD BRONCO

—

How Ideas Become Respectable,

A poor man is ever at a disadvan-
fage in matters  of  public  concern.
When e rises to speak, or write a
Jetter to his superiors, they ask: “Who
is this fellow that oiters advice.”” And
when it is known that he is without
coin they spit their hands at him, and
use his letters in the cook’s fire. But
it it be a man of wealth who would
speak, or write, or denounce, even
though he have the brain of a yearling
dromedary, or a spine as crooked and
unseemly, the whole city listens to his
words and declares them wise,

Li Hung Chang, Chinese  statesman,
It makes a difference who says it.

If Debs says, “Wars throughout all
history have been waged for con-
quest and plunder,” he goes to jail,
but if Wilson says, “This was a com-
mercial and industrial war,” men
nod their heads wisely. If a radical
speaker declares that a wage worker
nieeds $50 a week to support a fam-
ily of five, people say, “Them muck-
rakers always exaggerate.” DBut if
the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics puts out a “minimum of
health and decency budget” which
corroborates this figure, trade union
representatives are in a position to
present data which will weigh heav-
ily with grave chairmen of wage ar-
bitration boards.
¥ * *

Obstreperous radicals persist -in
-alling attention to the various de-
fects of the world we live in, Of
course few except their own kind
heed seriously what they have to say.
Jut oceasionally it chances that
some one in high otlice, some one
whom the populace regards with a
particular reverence, says the same
thing that the radical has been say-
ing for years. In such a case the
once f{riendless derelict of an idea
will become invested wiih a peculiar
authority and be well on its way to
becoming an honored platitude and a

advanced iaw, with emphasis laid on
what the labor student needs to
know,

Harold Z. Brown will take the
class in  elementary psychology.
Margaret Weeks Coy will tollow her
first-semester course in educational
psychology by one in social psy-
chology.

Ivy Van Etten, who has been a
student in the collegiate department
since the organization of Common-
wealth, wiii join the staff as instrue-
tor in stenography and typewriting.
Ruth Satherland, last year’s com-
mercial teacher, will take the class
in the development of Fnglish lit-

cornerstone of democracy.
* * *

Public schools, woman suffrage,
and workmeun’s compensation have
all risen from humble or even dis-
creditable beginnings to ultimate
beatification. Middle-aged radicals
remain cranks in the eyes of their
felows, while the measures they ad-
vocated in their youth are put
through by politicians with a canny
sense of the auspicious moment—
politicians who are duly acclaimed
for their farsightedness and sound
statesmanship.

* * *

This unkind fate seems to be
overtaking the advocates of the
public defender, the small claims

court, and other judicial reform
measures. Until comparatively re-
cently no one, without risking

his standing in the Rotary Club,
could say that it was harder for the
poor to get justice in a court of law
than for the rich, But now comes
Chiet Justice Taft, than whom none
is more judicious, and in a preface
to Bulletin No. 398 of the United
States Lureau of Labor Statistics,
Growth of Legal Aid Work in the
Guited States, makes the discovery
that “in view of present court costs
and the expense of lawyers’ services,
the equal protection of our laws -is
net intrequently denied.”
* * *

And thus it comes to pass that
none other than the Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court
lays claim to the paternity of that
ill-kempt and  supposedly illegiti-
mate urchin, “One-law-for-the-rich-
and, another-for-the-poor”! A true
romance! Let's call it, “From Rags
to Krmine.”

SOUNDS WARNING

Do not allow your daughters to be
taught letters by a man, though he
be a St. Paul or St. Francis of As-
sissium. The saints are in Heaven.—
Bishop Liguorl.

LAUDS TOIL

O sweet solace of labors!—Horace.
erature,

Compositicn and Languages.

Harold Coy offers a college course
in advanced composition, which may
be taken by itself or in connection
with the work in labor journalism.
He will also give an evening course
in elementary Spanish, while Ger-
trude Hohn will teach beginners in
German.

Other subjeets which will be of-
{ered may be noted in the Anncunce-
ment for 1926-27, a supplement to
this issue, which it is suggested be
kept for reference. Information or
additional copies will be sent on re-
quoest,




