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Scott Lunsford: Okay. Jerry, we're going to talk about you now.

Jerry Maulden: Okay.

[00:00:00]

SL:  Andwhat I’d like to do—first of al, | think | told you over the phone—I have this

belief, and | don't know if there' s anything to it—I think that people are kind of
given what they have to work with for the rest of their lives very early on in their
childhood. Really, probably before you can remember—any of us can remember.

But | think the, environment that you’ re growing up in—the way your mom and

dad were. . .
JM: Mhmm.
SL: ...theneighborhood kids—the schools—all that stuff | think are the building
blocks—the foundation that gives you the toolsto live the rest of your life. |
think it happensreally early. So I’m always very interested, and | probably spend
alittle more time than people are accustomed to on these early years.
JM:  Waell, we happen—we happen to agree about that. [Laughs]
SL:  Good, good. Well, I, of course, have read afew things about your childhood, but
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JM:

what I'’d—where I’d like to start, I’ d—if you could think for a moment about your
earliest memory. It doesn’t have to be of an important event. It could be the most
innocuous—it could be, you know, someone at a door or you walking down the
hall. What I’m interested in are images you can paint of your early childhood.
Just kind of give me the setting.

WEéll, | think | can do that because, it’s pretty vivid in my mind. Y ou know, | was
born outside of Shirley, Arkansas. [00:01:45] And if you're on the road from
Shirley to Heber Springs—there comes a forks of the road, and one fork to the left
goes to Heber, and the other goes to now what isthe—isthe lake. And l—we
moved to Little Rock, when | was, like, four, but my memories there—my first
memory was sitting in my dad’ s lap, and he had a Sears [and Roebuck department
store] catalog, and he was showing me thingsin there, and | must’ ve been three.
And | remember this. Why, | don’t know. Traffic light. He wastelling me about
what atraffic light was. And | thought, “Wow.” Y ou know, I’'m alittle country
kid at this stage. My dad and | were pretty close, and the most vivid of the memo-
ries of living there was he had worked for the WPA [Works Progress Administra-
tion], and he was so proud of that later because when we would be back up in that
part of the country where our relatives were, he would point out a culvert, and
he'd say, “Jerry, | put that—I helped put that culvert in. | helped build that
bridge.” And back then, you know, | mean, the people were so proud of the work
they did for what they got. And I’ll be honest, that was the beginning of my be-
coming a Democrat [laughs|— because—because of that. But, you know, the
WPA program ended, and he had worked in sawmills and that sort of thing, but

that work went away. [00:03:23] And so he had to leave to come to Little Rock—
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to North Little Rock is where he ended up, to find work. And | remember that in
our car—my older brother, my mother, and me and my dad, drove to Clinton.
And he got in the back of a pickup truck with several other men, and | just think
about this—and all of them in the same boat—they need work. They need to earn
money for their family, and they were going to Little Rock to search for work.
And | remembered just—I was traumatized. | was crying and crying and trauma-
tized. And my dad wastrying to tell me before he got in the truck, and my mom,
that, “He'll be back. He'll be back.” But that—that memory played, | think, an
important role in my future and the way | felt about things. So, you know, |
mean, | guess we can talk about that later, but, | mean, it’s just the—[00:04:31]
the fact that for aman—I can’t think of anything worse than for a man with a
family to want ajob, to need ajob, to love his family—the hurt he must feel in not
being able to provide. And that, you know—that was something that stayed with
me—has stayed with me the rest of my life.

So he leaves in the back of a pickup truck. There you are with your brother and
your mom and was—was there . . .?

Y eah, my brother and my mom and me. Yeah.

And so do you remember, what it was like not having him at the house? Do
you—I| mean. ..

Well . ..

... first of all, did you—you had your all—you all had your own house. Isthat . .
?

Yes, we did have.

And what kind of house was that?
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JM:  Waéll, | don’'t remember how many bedrooms. | know it had at least two, and it
was arock—my dad built the house.

SL:  Okay.

JM:  And, infact, you know, it’s still—well, | don’t know if they’ ve torn it down, but it
had al fallenin. It was till there the last time | was up at Shirley. But, but any-
way, it was up on ahillside, and overlooking the road. But, | don’t—you know, |
have sketchy memories. . .

SL:  Uhhuh.

JM: ... of that age, and | just don’t—I don’t remember. | remember—I remember
some other events, but they didn’t necessarily involve my dad.

SL:  Okay. [00:06:08]

JM: | tell you, there was one—I think this had to do with why, | was so close to my
dad—nhe covered for me. He was building a house for my sister across the road,
and there was a creek there, and | would play in the clay and play in the water.
And he was chewing tobacco, and | said, “Dad, give me some of that.”

SL: [Laughs]

JM:  And he gave me some of it. It'snot abad idea, frankly. And he gaveit to me.
And, man, | got sick.

SL: Mmm.

JM:  And so he picked me up and he took me back to the house, and so my mother
said, “Well, what’ swrong with Jerry?” He said, “| think it was that peach pie he
had for lunch.” [Laughter] 1I’'m sure he winked at her.

SL:  Yeah, wel ...

JM:  Butto meat that stage—boy, Dad took care of me. [Laughs]
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Yeah. He could’ ve been covering himself. He may not have wanted . . .

He may have been covering himself.

... his better half to know that he had put alittle chew in . . .

| hadn’t thought of that angle. [Laughter] That turned me off tobacco, I tell you
that. [Laughter]

Well . ..

Y ou can close the door if you want.

... did—tell me about your mom. [00:07:20]

Well, my mom was awonderful mom. | was the baby of the family, and—and by
eleven years, for that matter. My mom was extremely sweet and kind and loved
me and was probably too lenient with me. Y ou know how that is. We went
through that with our own children, [laughs] that the baby seemsto get away with
more than the older kids did. [Laughs] But—Iloved her alot. Shewasavery
sweet—you know, | had a—listen, | loved my mom and dad. We had great rela-
tionships.

So was your mom basically a housewife?

She was a housewife.

And so she probably did all the cooking.

Mhmm. Oh, yes, she did.

All the washing?

That’ sright.

What kind of—do you remember having any chores around the house yourself?
Now, | told you | was spoiled. But |—we moved—I—you know, | remember

when we moved to Little Rock. We lived in an apartment house on the east side
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of downtown.

Mhmm.

And we moved around alot. We lived there. Welived on Pike Avenue. We
lived at Levy. We lived in downtown a couple of times—three times. Welived
on Park Hill at onetime. So we moved alot, and, and for the most part, you
know, it didn’t really affect me much, | mean. Wefinally got stabilized in the
third grade, and then | went through the rest of the school years with, with the
same people and all of that. But, | tell people | had an extremely happy child-
hood. 1 redly did. | wouldn’t change athing about my childhood. [00:09:14]

| want to go back to Shirley just alittle bit before we continue with North Little
Rock. Y our brother was eleven years older than you?

Yes.

And you had a sister aswell?

Yes.

And was she older than your brother?

She was, | think, about ayear and a half older than my brother.

Uh huh.

She passed away when she was twenty-one.

Oh.

And | was just—that would' ve made me, like, seven or eight.

Mhmm.

And so, you know, | remember Jean very well asachild, but | can’t—I didn’t re-
aly know her.

M hmm.
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| was too young.

Mhmm. And what about your older brother?

Weéll, helived until he passed away about six years ago.

Mhmm.

And he was—I think Wendell was seventy-six when he passed away. It wasfrom
astroke.

Mhmm.

And we had a—he was like—well, see, my dad died when he was fifty-seven and
| was nineteen. He had leukemia. And, my brother became amost like a second
father to me, and so, we had a great relationship, and it was like an older brother
or a substitute for afather sort of thing.

Mhmm. Mhmm. When you al left—so did your brother and sister go to Heber
Springs to go to school or . . .?

No, they went to Shirley.

In Shirley.

Mhmm.

It had its own school ?

And my dad—my brother dropped out of school because at that time he went to
work. [00:10:51]

Mhmm.

And hewasin what's called the CCC [Civilian Conservation Corps].

Mhmm.

And he did that, and so from that point on, he worked to help support the family.

My father was in the CCC.
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JM:  Washe?

SL:  And met my mother down at Ozark—at Mulberry—or not Mulberry—Cass.
JM:  Uhhuh. Yeah, yeah.

SL:  And he pointsto things. . .

JM:  Absolutely.

SL: ...heusedto point to things that he built.

JM:  You know, there was a pride back then . . .

SL: Mhmm.

JM: ... I’'mnot sure we see today.

SL: Um...

IM:  1—I wish we could put some of those programsin place again. | mean. ..
SL: Wdl...

JM: ...thosefolksdid alot of good. | mean, you go to Petit Jean and see dl the

stuff—or anywhere in the state and see all the stuff that they did. Very—you
know, very good—very good for the state. Very good for them.

SL:  Beautiful work.

JM:  Very good for their pride and their ego.

SL:  Mhmm, al those cabins that were built.

JM:  Absolutely.

SL:  Yeah, it was—it was agood program. So do you remember the actual moving
day when you left Shirley? [00:11:53]

JM:  No. No, you know, at that stage—honestly, my—my next memory, | think, in
Little Rock—North Little Rock—was at the apartment house. We were on, like,

the third floor, and | have a scar here. And what | remember about that placeis
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there was a clothesline, by the bed. It was an iron bed, and | was holding on to
that and jumping up and down, and then I’ d let go, and there was a glass milk bot-
tle there, and it hit and broke, and | came down [IJM claps his hands] and | got that

scar. That'swhat | remember about that place. [Laughs]

SL: Wdl...

JM:  But, | tell ya—you know, | began to have alot more vivid memories when we
moved to Pike Avenue because | was alittle older and had started school there at
McRae.

SL:  Yes.

JM:  And so | began to—Yyou know, have more solid memories of my life at that stage.
Otherwise, | got alot of sketches of different things from the time | wasin Shir-
ley, but—but it’sjust like little blotches of memory [JM claps his hands] about
different things with my brother, my sister, or whatever.

SL: Do youremember any birthday partiesor . ..?

JM:  No, not really. You know, today children—our grandchildren are going to birth-
day parties constantly. When | was growing up, | don’t honestly remember any-
body having a birthday party—not even any of my friends.

SL: Hmm.

JM:  And so that—to alarge degree, | think that’s a kind of a new phenomenon—
having all these birthday parties, but . . .

SL:  Uhhuh.

JM: ...l mean, I’'m not saying that there might not have been a cake at home, but |
wouldn't call it—you know, | wouldn’t call it abirthday party, you know, and so,
where you invite friends and that sort of thing.
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SL: Wdl...

JM:  But | had—I had a happy childhood. 1- tell you that—[00:13:50] you know,
from the time | was young—I tell you, abig influence in my life was the Boys
and Girls Clubs of North Little Rock. It wasreally the Boys Club back then, al-
though we did permit girlsto comein. | started, | guess—I became involved with
the North Little Rock Boys Club when | was about eight.

SL: Mhmm.

JM:  And | spent—from the time | was eight until | was eighteen—I"d like to say |
logged more hoursin that Boys Club than anybody else during that ten-year pe-
riod—eleven-year period. And I'd also like to say that—I mean, | would close it
up every night at 9:00 [p.m.]. It closed at 9:00 [p.m.]. | wasthere until 9:00
[p.m.]. AndI’d liketo say that some of that time could have been better spent
studying [laughs] or doing homework at home.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  But, you know, we grew up in a—kind of a moderate-income situation, and | do
know that there were plenty of opportunitiesto get in trouble. And I’ ve always
credited the Boys Club with keeping me at a—at a good place with good |eader-
ship—with good men. And | loved the Boys Club. | mean we had everything. |
mean we had woodworking shop. We had—you could go up and box and work
out. We had aweight room. We had pool tables—table tennisthings. We'd see
movies on Saturday night there in the gym. We had a basketball court. We had a
stage where you could perform. We had alibrary. Wehad it all. And it wasa—
it was a—I mean, | have such fond memories of that. That’s onereason | got in-

volved in the Boys Clubs later. But, | think it—it helped me a great deal—helped

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visua History, Specia Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 10
Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visua History, Specia Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries

me learn how to interface and get along with people.

Mhmm. [00:15:51]

It helped my leadership alot. It was through—see, that was before Little League
and Babe Ruth League ’and all that stuff.

Mhmm.

Soif you wanted to play ball, it was pretty much Boys Club stuff or YMCA
[Young Men's Christian Association] stuff. And from thetime, | guess, | was
nine yearsold, | started having baseball teams, and | think that’s where the—the
first—what | look back and think—the first leadership that | exhibited came
about, because | picked my own players. | organized it. | registered us. | would
go door to door to merchantsin North Little Rock to get them to sponsor a T-
shirt. And, | decided who played and who didn’t play, and | loved that, and | did
the same with basketball. And—and so | was aways known over there as—you
know, “Jerry has ateam,” and so forth. And | look back, and | think that’s the
first timethat | kind of liked managing [laughs] or kind of liked being in charge,
you know?

Uh huh—getting it done.

Y eah.

So, what position did you play on the baseball team?

WEeéll, | wasn’t asgood. | tried to recruit better than | was.

Uh huh.

And | played some, but | just—I tell you what, that’swhere | wasn't[  ]. “If |
can find somebody that can do something better than me, that’s who | want to
hire. That’swho | want.” And so | was aways trying to upgrade, you know?
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[Laughs]

| hear that.

And | find another guy that could play third base better than aguy | got, well, I'd
kind of make alittle switch there. And so I—I played. | pitched some and |
played third base.

Mhmm.

But...

So you had —you had kind of an arm.

Huh? Yeah.

| mean, you had alittle bit of an arm.

| threw it away. | threw it away with those water-soaked balls. | was. . .
[Laughs]

| was the first guy among my group that could throw a curveball.

Mhmm.

| was fairly young when | learned to throw that curveball, and we played alot
with water-soaked balls [laughs] because, you know, we couldn’t afford to buy a
good one. And—and | just threw that curve, and | threw it and | threw it and |
threw it. And, of course, today, you know, as they manage Little League and that
sort of thing, they really watch how much a kid throws and all that.

Mhmm.

And, you know, by the time | was thirteen or fourteen, my arm it, you know, it
would really hurt me. And so | had—I lost that talent iswhat I’m saying. And—
but, anyway, | mean, | thoroughly enjoyed it, and when | played | was great, and
when | didn’t play, my goal wasto win.
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[00:18:27] [Telephone Rings]|

SL:  I’msorry, that's my phone. | forgot to turn it off.
[ Telephone Rings|

SL:  I’mgoing to turn this off right now.

JM:  Yeah.

[ Telephone Rings] [00:18:39]
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But my goa—my goal was to win, and that’ s—that—that’ s always been the most
important thing to me.

Mhmm.

What team—how do you organize in such away to win? Winning—it sounds
awful, but to me always, winning was everything.

Well . ..

| mean, you know, it’s just—I| mean, it'sjust—and it’s, you know . . .

It's better than losing. [Laughs]

I’ve let that kind of get away from me. [Laughs] | don’t—I—Dbe careful here be-
cause I'll get al charged up because, you know—and that’ s—but, anyway, that
was—that was very enjoyable, and that—and | think that, that was the early stage
of my aspiring in whatever | did to be kind of in charge. [00:19:21]

Do you remember, anyone at that Boys Club? When you first walked in, do
you—"? | mean, that was probably the first Boys Club you had ever been in.

Oh, it was, yes.

And so for you it was probably like apalace asfar as. . .

Yeah. You know, listen—my relationship got to be such that—and this sounds
awful—but it didn’t open until after school was out, but, | was so—at an early
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age, they gave me a key to that club. And I’d go over there—it was closed on
Sundays—I’d go over there on Sundays and take some friends and we' d play bas-
ketball or whatever. And, sometimes | would leave school when | shouldn’t have.
I’d go and I’d open that club up. 1I’d play basketball by myself alot. [Laughs]
WEéll, you know, but that—Jerry, already . . .

But, | tell you, there were three guys. [00:20:12] One guy was Mr. Joe Red, and
Joe Red was the overall head, and | don’t know if he was president or executive
director. I'm not sure what his title was, but Joe Red was a wonderful man. And
he really made that club what it was, and—and one reason he did is because he
hired a man named Ed Walker. Joe Red had been aformer boxer and Ed Walker
had been aformer boxer, and Ed was athletic director. And al the kids respected
him so much, but he was the kind of guy who’d kick you in the bottom if you
acted up or didn’t do right, you know? That was back before you had to worry
about getting sued or that sort of thing. But he was a great, positive influence on
the children. And we' d have summer camp and, | mean, it was just—it was great.
And then Ed decided to get ajob, | guess, that paid more and had more security,
and he went to work for the Missouri—Pacific Railroad, which was where my dad
worked. And aguy named Dave Hunter became the athletic director, and Dave
was just wonderful, too. And—and so Dave was still athletic director when—
when | more or less graduated from the club. | belonged—during that time, | be-
longed to the Little Rock Boys Club, too. | had baseball teams in both leagues.
We played four times a week.

[Laughs]

We played four times a week—basketball and football—I mean, and baseball.
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S0, basically, you never did any homework.

Not really.

[Laughs] [00:21:48]

We played at Lamar Porter Field. Little Rock League. . .

Mhmm.

... we played at Lamar Porter Field. And, you know, back in those days, we
would walk—my team and | would walk from North Little Rock to Lamar Porter
Field. We didn't think anything about it. We'd walk back. Didn’t have anything
elsetodo. And, | mean I’'mtelling you, | had awonderful childhood. | realy
did. 1 wouldn’'t change athing.

Well, let’s get back to home while you're in North Little Rock now.

Yeah.

So your dad—it’s my understanding your dad found work with the railroad.
Weéll, yes. Eventually, he—he farmed some out at Scott. He would plow and do
that kind of thing. He [carpenter]—he was a carpenter part of that time, and he
was finally fortunate enough to get on with the Missouri-Pacific Railroad as a
carman or car help when he became acarman. And that’s where he was at when
he passed away. [00:22:45]

Now, a carman, what—what—what is a carman?

WEeéll, | was a carman at one time, too. What they do isthey’ re responsible for
several things. But oneisto—isto repair any of the carsthat get damaged in
some way from the—you know, whether it’s a passenger car or whether it'sa
freight car . ..

M hmm.
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... coa car—whatever. And some get really torn up, and so you tear those down
and rebuild them. And some just have minor damage—you repair that. The
second big function they do isinspect the trains. When atrain comesin and be-
foreit goesout again, it has to be inspected to make sure the air brakes are work-
ing and that the—that the—that the ladders that sometimes the people have to
climb up is not bent in where, you know, that can cause an accident. Y ou reach
for it and it’s bent in and you don’'t haveit, you might fall. So, it's a safety thing.
Mhmm.

And so those were the two major functions.

KrisKatrosh: Wasthat the hump yard at the North Little Rock—the big hump yard—

JM:

KK:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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railroad yard?

Yeah, whereit'sat now. But it used to be on Pike Avenue.

You'll haveto tell him [ ].

It used to be on Pike Avenue, and that’ s where the big operation was at. That’'s
where | worked. That’s where my dad worked.

Weéll, that’ s good that you didn’t have to get on atrain and go someplace and be
gone, or he had to be gone.

No, no, that was the best job he ever had. [Laughs]

Y eah.

He liked it, yeah.

And so, [00:24:14] you moved several times when you werein Little Rock. Is
that . ..?

North Little Rock.
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SL:  North Little Rock, uh huh.

JM:  Yes. Right.

SL:  So, wasit from apartment to apartment and then you finally got ahouseor . . .?

M:  Waell, | tell you, we. .. I’'mtrying to—I think we owned—Iets say while my dad
was living—I think we owned three houses. | think we owned the one on Pike
Avenue. We owned the onein Levy. We owned the one at Maple Street in
downtown Little Rock—8th and Maple—and we owned the one on Park Hill.
Now, there were some others that we rented, and so it was kind of a combination.

SL: Mhmm, mhmm. So did the—the quality of life that you had—did it improve over
time or wasiit pretty much . . .

M: Wdl ...

SL: ...that moderateincomelevel or .. .?

JM:  Let metell you something that . . . [00:25:22] my dad—I tell you, he was out—
see, when he was just doing carpentry work or he was farming and that sort—he’ d
have a job sometimes—sometimes he wouldn'’t.

SL:  Yes

JM:  And when he went to work for the railroad, back then there was a lot of layoffs.
Sometimes—I don’t remember whether they had a strike or not—but there were
layoffs. | mean, railroad—based on the economy, you know—if the economy
was down, they don’t—and he would get laid off because he was short on the se-
niority list. And one of my most vivid memories was his—he was out of work.
And that was back when you don’t have al the benefits you have now—when you
were out of work, you were out of work. When you were laid off, you were laid
off. And | remember Dad coming in once—and, you know, | wasakid. | mean, |
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

didn’t have to worry about budgets or anything like that.

Yes.

But [00:26:14] | remember that he was out of work and he came in after looking
for ajob all day. And, and this always makes me alittle emotional. But he said
to my mother—and my mother said to him—his name was Gay—G-A-Y—and if
he were—and if he were alive to today [laughs], you know, he’'d wonder about
that. But, anyway, he—he said—and my mother said, “Gay, did you find any-
thing?’ He says, “Thelma, | didn’t find athing, but 1’1l be back out there early in
the morning.” And | think that was kind of the first time | was old enough for it
to really hit me about what it meant to be out of work and not have a source of in-
come. [00:27:04] I think it was the first time | began to worry about it.

Mhmm.

Just that exchange. And I—I mean, it just—it dawned on me maybe later in life
how seriousthat is. That’savery serious question and avery serious answer.
And fortunately, I’ ve never had to face that. People are so fortunate today—not
inall cases. But | just can’t imagine how bad the Depression was and all of that.

| mean, so—anyway, that just burned in my heart how important it is for people to
have jobs. [00:27:47]

Let’stalk about the—in the home around that time. What—did you all have a
radio? Did you listen to radio?

Oh, yeah, we listened to the radio back at—I do remember in Shirley, they lis-
tened to the Grand Ole Opry. That’s the only thing | remember they ever listened
to [laughs], but—so we had aradio back then.

So the whole family kind of gathered around the radio?
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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Yeah. Oh, yeah.

And it was like people do with TVs now?

Oh, yeah.

Uh huh.

Y ou know—yeah, asakid I’d lay in the floor—I"d lay on my stomach in the floor
and listen to—I"m trying to remember—* Green Hornet” and al of those things
back then, “Amos and Andy” and all of those things. Yeah. And, you know, my
parents would listen to “ Amos and Andy,” and they would listen to alot of those
things. And, yeah, that was your form—form of entertainment.

| can remember listening to prizefights.

Oh, yeah. Well, | did, too. Yeah, | remember Joe Louis. | remember Joe Louis
fighting. Yeah.

Uh huh.

Yeah. | tell you—you know, it’sjust different now. Air-conditioning ruined alot
of community . ..

Mhmm.

... because when | was growing up, neighbors were visiting all the time, and they
would—might move around, but they would be in somebody’ s back yard and
they’ d have the lawn chairs and everybody’ d gather around and, sometimes make
ice cream and there’ d be al thistalk. And then, you know, like today—I mean,
people don't like to go outside because it’s hot. And, so | think air-conditioning
had alot to do with kind of cutting off that sense of . . .

Community.

.. . heighbor—neighborliness and all of that.
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SL: | think you're probably right.

JM:  Mhmm. [00:29:22]

SL:  What about . . . music? Was music ever in your home?

JM: My dad was aviolin player, and he would’ ve [Joy Endicott coughs in back-
ground] called it fiddle player—a violin player. And we've got his fiddle around
here somewhere. | had it put in acase.

KK:  You might want to hold on a second until Joy gets. . . [laughs]

SL:  Areyou okay?

JE: Yeah. [Laughter]

KK: Shewastrying to hold it in, you know?

JM:  Yeah, | understand. Yeah.

KK: Andthat’swhen it gets worse.

JM:  Yeah, it'sworse. | agree.

JE: I’m sorry.

SL:  Okay.

JE:  Canwe start over with the violin?

SL:  Areyou okay?

JE: Y eah.

SL:  Okay, so the question was—was there ever music in your house?

JM:  Yes, and, my dad was afiddle player, and he was |left-handed, which everybody
alwaystold me, “He' s aleft-handed fiddle player,” which, | guess, was kind of
strange.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  But hewasredly good at it, and he had bands from the time | can remember. He
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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had his own bands. He would recruit all the different pieces of it. He played
square dances at riding clubs. Back in those days, there were riding clubs. And
|—you know, growing up, every Friday and Saturday night we went to ariding
club, where my dad played with his band—music—people danced. He could call
square dances. He could do all that stuff.

Well, now, that had to be some kind of influence.

And | tell you this, you know, he was really—he was very disappointed that nel-
ther my sister, brother, or me ever had one ounce of music talent. And so far |
haven't seen it in our grandkids, so you'’d think [laughs] at some point it'll show
up.

Okay. [00:30:58] Let’'stalk about—you know, what we haven't talked about are
your grandparents or—do you know how your parents met? Do you know how
they courted or . . .?

| don’t—if | knew—I probably knew. They probably told me, but | don’t remem-
ber. But, look—my mother was born in Eglantine, which is now covered up with
thelake, but . .. [00:31:24]

And—and what was her maiden name?

Brown.

Brown.

ThelmaBrown. And, so they lived close together, and | suspect—I don’t know if
they met in church or if they met at social or . . .

Mhmm.

Y ou know, like you have cemetery things—what do you call it? The Decoration
Day and...
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:
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Mhmm.

| don’'t know. But they lived close enough that they got together, and, so. . . |
didn’t—you know, | didn’t know—I knew—I didn’t know either grandfather.
They were both gone by the time | came along. My brother knew them, but | did
not.

Mhmm.

And, and | knew one grandmother on my dad’ s side—just afaint memory of her.
Mhmm.

But I knew my mother’s mother alot better, and she didn’t pass away until | was
probably, like, fourteen.

Uh huh.

And we used to go back to the country and spend a couple of weeks every sum-
mer, and I’ d go back with my mother. And, of course, Dad worked, and he'd
come up, you know, on the weekend and, because it’s not a very long drive, you
know?

Mhmm.

Even back then it was sixty minutes, maybe an hour and fifteen minutes. And so,
those were very happy times—my grandmother was so sweet. She was alittle
woman. But | mean, shetook care of me. | mean, she'd tell me—we had our big
featherbeds, and you know—the house, you could see, you know, you could see
light through the walls and through the stuff. And we had the big featherbed, and
we' d be up there in the wintertime, and she'd come say, “Jerry, | put theironsin
there. | got the bed all warm for you.”

Hmm.
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JM:
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JM:

SL:
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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And so I’d gojump into bed. But, | just remember how wonderful and sweet she
was. [00:33:15]

So thiswasin alittle town that’s now covered up by Greers Ferry Lake?
Called Eglantine.

What was her name?

What her name was?

Y eah, your grandparent’ s name?

Y eah, her name was Sarah Brown.

Uh huh.

|—it’s Sarah Brown. ShewasaHunt. | said Sarah. I'm sorry. That's—her
name was—see, | called her Grandma. Her name was Maggie Brown. Maggie
Brown. My aunt—her sister—was Sarah Brown.

And your grandmother’ s maiden name was Hunt?

| mean it was Sarah Hunt.

Yes.

Let me get this straight. [Laughs]

Okay.

My aunt was Sarah Hunt. My great-aunt was Sarah Hunt.

Okay.

Which was my grandmother’ s sister.

Okay.

And she was a Hunt, but she married a Brown.

Okay. [00:34:01] And when you'd go visit, especially in the summer, | would
just assume that you did the things that guys did—kids did in the country.
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JM:  Oh,lI...

SL:  You went fishing—hunting, maybe?

JM:  Waéll, no, no. [Laughs]

SL:  No?

JM:  No. My cousins—I tell you that my grandmother lived with my aunt—my moth-
er'ssister. Thank you, let me—can | take a break here?

SL:  Yes.

JM:  [IM blows hisnose] | keep—my nose isitching for some reason. What does
that—? That’s supposed to mean something.

JE:  Company’scoming. Herewe are.

JM: Isthat what it is? [Laughter] It'sjust alate reaction, that'sall. [Laughter] But,
anyway, | loved going back up there. | did. And we went often because it was so
close and we had so many relatives up there on both sides. But, [00:34:53] you
know | learned that | had to take my city stuff with me [laughs] because we didn’t
have electricity or anything like that, and | remember that to keep the milk or the
butter cool we'd go down under the hill to a creek and tie that stuff on a string and
leave it there in the water and stuff like that or put it down in the well. But, my—
my aunt, who my grandmother—my grandmother—my aunt lived in my grand-
mother’ s house.

SL:  Okay.

JM:  Because her husband, had left her and went away, and so they lived there togeth-
er. She had three sons—my cousins. One was my brother’ s age—older—but the
other two were my age. So | loved going up there, and we' d do stuff together.

But, | remember my aunt—and | guess she was just playing with me—she told
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me—I remember early—I wanted to go down to the store—to the Hunt store,
which was about a mile and a quarter away down adirt road. She said, “Now,
Jerry, you better be careful about those blue racers.” | saild—I'm acity kid—I
said, “What’sablueracer?” She said, “Waell, it's a snake, and the reason they call
it ablueracer—it'sfast.” | said, “Oh.” | said, “Well, are there any around here?’
She said, “Oh, yeah.” Shesaid, “You get on that road,” and said, “they’ |l chase
you.” | said, “Redly?’ Shesays, “Yes.” Man, you don't think thefirst | went to
that—but | had to have me some chewing gum and candy. | mean, | could not ex-
ist without it. And, boy, you don’t think | wasn’t watching for blue racers, and
my heart was beating like that. [JM pats his chest] | tell you, every timel ever
went back up there after that, I’d make a haul from the store, and I’ d take me abig

sack of stuff so | didn’t haveto. ..

SL:  Messwith the snakes.

JM: ...gototheHunt grocery store. [Laughs]

SL: That'sgreat.

JM:  But, anyway, we had alot of fun. You know, my dad was not a hunter, and he
didn’t fish, and my brother didn’t grow up doing that. Those two cousins didn’t
dothat. And so, | never really was a hunter or fisher—outdoorsman.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM: | never was an outdoorsman. | guessthat’s kind of an inherited thing. My sonis
agreat outdoorsman.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  Helearned it through the Boy Scouts, not from me, but the Boy Scouts was really
agreat organization for him.

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, Special Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 25

Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



SL: Isthereany...

JM:  And | regret that. | do regret—I mean, | didn’t play golf. | didn’t do any of that
stuff.

SL:  Uhhuh.

JM:  The camaraderie that you lose out on not doing some of those things. . .

SL: Mhmm.

JM: | doregret probably that | didn’t make an effort. [00:37:33]

SL: Givemeatypica day you d have with your cousins back there at your grandma's
house.

JM:  Oh, nothing special. We'd just throw rocks or take sticks and hit rocks and just
mess around, you know? |—I don’t—I swear | do not remember. We' d—you
know, we'd go over—we' d climb through the slough and go over and climb Su-
garloaf Mountain . . .

SL:  Mhmm.

JM: ...that'stherein the middle of the lake now. We climbed that, and we' d go pes-
tering, you know, and see the cattle and the horses and all that stuff. | don’t re-
member riding horses with them. | don’t know that—I don’t remember them rid-
ing horses.

SL: Hmm.

JM: | was pretty [serious|—I mean, | don’t know—I mean, | just know that | have
great fond memories of going and | always enjoyed it up there, and | was really—
| can remember that—particularly, later on, being in the power business—my
grandmother and aunt would sit there on the porch, and my mother would say,
“Well, | tell you, Petit Jean Electric Co-op—now, they’re building those lines,
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and they’re only eight miles away now.” Next time, “Well | tell you, they’re still
working. They’re only three milesaway.” And shefinally got electricity.
[00:38:50] But, you know, | remember—there’ salot of stuff that went on that—
that, was adult kind of stuff that we werethere. | mean, | remember my grand-
mother going out and getting a chicken—they had alot of chickens—wring that
neck off to have chicken, which | thought was pretty brutal. | became acity kid
[laughs] pretty quickly oncel got to North Little Rock. And, and | remember
them making lye soap. And, | remember them doing hogs, you know, killing hog
and the way they’ d put that scalding water on them to get the hair off and put it
in—they had—what do you call it? A—not a salt, thing. My goodness. Anyway,
it's a place where you hang meat and stuff.

SL:  Uhhuh.

JM:  It'scalled something. | can’'t think of the name of it. So, yes, it was like country
stuff.

SL:  Weéll, | tell you what, that country stuff—you know, nobody anymore sees any of

that.
JM:  Yeah.
SL: | mean, it just doesn’t happen anymore.

JM: I know. Yeah.

SL:  All that—all that generation is gone. [00:39:54]

JM:  Wadll, it wasrea interesting. And, you know, | remember that my mother—I
guess my mother and my uncle bought my grandmother—once they got power—
an electric stove, and, and when people would come, she really wanted to show

them—"Oh, look at this electric stove I’ ve got.” But when she got ready to cook,
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

she’' d cook with the woodstove. [Laughter] She never did convert over.

[Laughs]|

She didn’'t want to messit up, | guess. | don’t know. That’sfunny. Shejust
knew how to deal with the wood.

WEell, you' ve heard people talk about [natural] gas and electric cooking.

Mhmm.

And, “WEell, | can really cook on gas, but I’m not sure what to do on electric,” or
vice versa, you know?

Right. Right.

So it’sthat sort of thing, | think.

Right. Yeah. | hear that. [00:40:37]

[Laughs] | have very fond memories of—listen, | had such awonderful child-
hood. There was a—and, you know, that, that taught me—I tell you—Sue and |
married early, but | know you' |l get into that later but—but | learned back then
that money doesn’t have anything to do with happiness, aslong as you’ ve got the
very basics. | mean, as long as you don’t go hungry and you’ ve got shelter—
something to wear—because, we could’ ve had ten times the money and | couldn’t
have been any happier than | was, you know? | mean, it was—I had great friends.
| can tell you something about my childhood that | think that—you know, why |
enjoyed organizing and running things at an early age. I’m not sure exactly where
that came from. But the little insecurity thing came from the observation of my
dad and trying to make aliving and al of that. | mean, that makes you, be appre-
ciativeof ajob, andit givesyouthat[ ]inside. | don’t take anything for

granted. [00:41:51] Y ou know, people have asked me before, “What kind—what
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was the best advice your dad ever gaveyou?’ And, as| say, we werereal close
and | didn’t get to know him aslong as | would’ ve liked, but, he told me—and |
don’t know if he told me more than once, but I’ll tell you this, it stuck with me for
therest of my life, and that was, “Give the man afair day’swork for afair day’s
pay.” Andwhat that said to me, is, “If he’s going to pay you, you do your job for
him.” 'Y ou know what I’'m saying? | mean, you—Yyou make him feel like you re-
aly earned it. And, that’swork ethic is what that was, and that stuck with me.
That was important to me, and I’ ve tried to aways put that in practice. My phi-
losophy was to always do more for the man than he would’ ve expected. Now,
part of that could be the insecurity that | felt or | observed as akid, trying to make
sure if somebody had to go, it wasn’'t me, you know?

Y eah.

That sort of thing. [00:43:00] | tell you, | was happy in my element, asakid. 1'd
say that the hurt | felt, asakid, that | think gave me the drive that | had to succeed
was class differences. | mean, | had friends in high school and junior high—well,
even grade school—that lived in adifferent part of town—a much better part of
town—differencein class. And | would go home sometimes after school with
those kids, and the parents wouldn’t let me in the house. In other words, it was
kind of like, “WEell, you’ re from the wrong side of the tracks,” you know? And |
learned—and | tell you—and I’ m this way—I’m very kid-oriented. | really am. |
mean | just love children. And | learned, that adults just don’t know how badly
they can hurt akid . . . with unkind remarks, or rejection, because the kid and |
were good friends—the kids—more than one. And | would think, “What did |

do?’ I'msorry.
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SL: That'sal right. That's okay.

JM:  That gets me today.

SL:  No, that’s good.

JM:  Anditgetsalot of kids. . . alittle black kid out here—if | were ablack kid and
I’'mrejected . . .

SL: Mhmm.

JM: ...youdon't think | wouldn't have animosity. But, anyway, you know, you're
thinking, “What did | do? | mean, | didn’t do anything.”

SL:  Wadl,it...

JM:  And so, maybe | didn’'t have the right clothes on, maybe | didn’t dress as well as
that son or something else. And, | really believe it was that rejection, that, put in
me the desire, to succeed. And, I tell you, that—you know, | .. . that ... | wishit
would’ ve made me a better student. | think that’s not [laughter]—that was not—it
didn’t motivate me in that way. But, | mean, | was not a bad student, but | was
not—I had—I had—I had good friends. | had really smart friends that made real
good grades and everything, but . . .

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  Andthey’re still good friends today, but that instilled something in me. It was
something to always overcome. “Someday I’ll show them. Someday I’ll show
them.” A kind of acompanion experience—North Hills Country Club—I would
go out thereasacaddy . . .

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  And some of these—excuse me just a minute.

SL: That'sall right.
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[JM blows his nose] Some of these uppity, uppity businessmen out there at their
nice country club—see, I’ve got alittle bitterness.

Y eah.

Playing golf—and they’ d cuss me like | was a dog, you know? | mean, “Y ah—
yah—yah!” | mean, very profane—this, that, and whatever. | was doing the best
| could. | quit doing that, and | told people—and thisistrue. . . | feel more com-
fortable with the working class—blue-collar people—than | feel with the country
club set. That’'strue. Even—evenina—I’ve had to do what | had to do—it’s
business.

Mhmm.

But, you know, | know real people when | seethem. A lot of pretense at a certain
level—alot of pretense.

Well . ..

And | know—I know real people—common people are real people.

There'sa... [00:47:26]

Blue-collar people are the salt of the earth. 1t'swhat makes America. So, |—I
tell you, I'll just jump ahead. When | became CEO [chief executive officer] of
what then was the largest company in the state .. . . on the top floor of the tallest
building in this state. The day that | became CEO and was elected by the board, |
was by myself late that night at the office. My office looked west and toward
North Little Rock. And it wasamost like arelief. | walked over—had my lights
off so | could see the lights of North Little Rock. | walked over to the window,
and | looked out over North Little Rock, and | said, “Y ou didn’t think | was worth

anything? Y ou thought | was nothing?’ | talked to them. “Y ou thought | was
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scum. Look at me now. Where areyou? Look wherel am, and you thought |
was not worthy.” [00:48:57] Now that sounds childish, but I did it. And on the
drive home that night . . . | thought, “That didn’t really help me at all.” 1t didn’t

do anything for me.” 'Y ou know what I’m saying? | mean it was there.

SL: Ithink...

JM:  So...[00:49:24] People never know when they’ re unkind—particularly to young
people—what kind of scarsthey can put in your heart. And | still resent those
people today. And they’relong gone. They’re dead.

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  Gone. [IM blows his nose] But, | tell you this—they—they hurt a young man that
didn’t deser[deserve]—didn’t deserveit. Now, this stuff is part of my interview.
Thisis my deep feelings, and it’s all of that background, that makes me a Demo-
crat. [00:50:12]

SL: [Laughg]

JM:  I’'mserious.

SL: I’'mserious, too. I'mright with you. Well, thank goodness you had the fortitude
to work your way through all that. 1 know that—and we'll talk about this later,
about how you' ve, cared for—giving people opportunitiesthat . . .

JM:  Yeah

SL: ... havenot always had opportunities, and that’s something to be really proud of,
and | think Ron may talk with you about that. [00:50:47] | want to—let’stalk
about church and the role of religion in your early years. Do you remember
much?

JM:  No. I—you know, now thisis—I have—I have a greatest regret in my life, and it

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, Special Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 32

Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

has to do with that. As best | was told by my mother and dad, they were very in-
volved—good Christians in the Methodist church when they were back in the
country.

Mhmm.

But when we moved to Little Rock, they never joined a church, and they never
started to church. And | really believe, and it’s either something | wastold or |
just surmised it, but I’'m going to tell you something—I see that today in church—
country people come into acity church—it’s, it’skind of atough transition. And
I’m not—I"m not alibi-ing. They should’ ve gotten past that—found a. . .
Mhmm.

... found a—you know [IJM blows his nose]—found a country-kind of church, if
you could find one in the city. But you know, it’sthe way you dress. It'sthe
clothesyou've got. It'sthe appearance. It's the—maybe, you know, you’ ve kind
of got country language and you’ re not sophisticated and all of that. So for what-
ever reason—maybe it was just trying to get by—I don’t know—but for whatever
reason, they did not continue their church activities when they moved to Little
Rock—North Little Rock. And so | was not raised in achurch. |—I can remem-
ber al through high school—all the way up through high school. 1 think | went to
church one time with afriend. | don’t even know who that friend was. And |
think | just went to Sunday school. | don't think | stayed for the church service.
Mhmm.

And that was the only time | went. Sue and | married real young, and, we had
two kids real early. And, we began to realize—both of us—that we had a respon-

sibility to those children to get our lives right—to get right with the Lord. So we
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started going to—when my dad died, it was a Presbyterian preacher that really did
his funeral and did all of that.

Mhmm.

And I’'m not sure why, but we picked Central Baptist Church, which at that time,
was on about 15th or 16th and Maple Street there in North Little Rock. And we
started there, and, we had a—I was readlly fortunate. | had a great Sunday school
teacher named Cyrus Moore. His dad had been adeacon. He was adeacon. He
was awonderful man. As| recall, he worked for [McCousin Robbins?]. And,
Sue had—and |—this is awful—Margaret, Morgan—her husband was a gynecol -
ogist therein North Little Rock. He wasthe pianist. But that was Sue's Sunday
school teacher.

Mhmm.

And, through attending Sunday school and church there, and through that influ-
ence, but mainly through the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit began to work on us.
And you know, how that is. | mean you begin to know what you need to do.
[00:54:50] So we—s0 we, accepted Christ there and was baptized, and we were
good church members and active church members with our children—there and
then when we moved to Pine Bluff, when | went to work for the power compa-
ny—it’s Southside Baptist down there, and al that. But—and, look, | realized
that thisisall excuse, and it s not justified before the Lord, but when | was—
when | was still at Central Baptist Church, | felt acalling to go into the ministry—
not as apreacher. |I'd never be a preacher.

Mhmm.

But maybe working in an orphanage or with kids or something like that. Y ou
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don’'t know how hard | fought against that, and | would tell the Lord, “Please,
Lord. No, can’'tdoit. No.” And | would use the excuse in talking to the Lord
that | just—we were—you know, we were just having a hard time making ends
meet ourselves, and | said, “No, Lord, | just can’t do that to my family. | just
can’'t doit,” because | could see low pay, and you know what I’ m saying.

Mhmm.

[Excuse?] | think as| matured and got older, | think looking back, what it really
was—it interferes with my plansto try to get ahead and be somebody. Y ou know
what I’'m saying?

Yes.

And | rgected it. And, | mean, | had to just keep pushing back and pushing back
onthis. And | never told my pastor. | never told Sue. | never told my pastor, be-
cause | knew if | told my pastor, | knew that—I mean, he'd be on me.

[Laughs] Yeah.

So, we—but | tell you that, as | began to really get—as | began to really climb the
career ladder, |—l—here' stheway | putit: | laid the Lord aside. | mean, | said,
“Lord, I’'m going to put you over hereright[ ]. Man, thisisfull-time.” And |
was aworkaholic, and “I’m giving everything | got here, and | don’t have time to
do thisother. But someday—" and thisiswhat | told myself all thetime. | mean,
| talked to the Lord alot—I pray. Usually, when | pray | just ask him for some-
thing [laughs], which is not avery good thing. But—but | just say, “Lord, some-
day I’ [l make you proud of me. But not right now—I mean, let me—I’ve got to
get thisdone. But Someday, Lord, I'm will make you proud of me.” And | went

through along period there, from having been very active in Pine Bluff, and so
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forth, to just not taking time to do it—just wouldn’t do it. And at first, you know,
| tell you, you know it’sreally easy at first you don’'t go as often and then you
don’'t go—Yyou go less often, and pretty soon you quit. You’'ve got to stay [IM
claps his hands] close to the Lord. You kind of, drift apart. And, sowhen | tell
you—and then, later, as| got closer to retirement and got into retirement, | went
back. And | got this saying, and people at church now will say, “Boy, they sure
load you down. | mean, you’ve got to learn to say no, Jerry.” [00:58:21] And |
say that, “l saidnotothelLord...solong, I'll never say no again. Aslong as|
think I’'m qualified to do it, I’ll do anything I’'m asked to do.” So my greatest re-
gret inmy lifeisthat long period of time when | got away from the Lord, and |
didn’t live the life that He would be proud of at all. And, I—you know, | can’t
change it, but I—and He' s forgiven me, but I—I’'ve had a very difficult time for-

giving myself. [00:59:12]

SL:  WEell, you've got to do that. He sapatient guy. You got to do that.

JM:  Wadll, I love Him. He s stuck with me along time.

SL:  WEell, let’stalk about one of your blessings. Tell me how you met your better
half, Sue.

JM:  Youknow, let’stake a—I mean, | tell you this. I’ve become an emotiona mess,
and I’'m sorry for that.

SL: [Laughg] It'sokay. [IJM blows his nose] This happens, Jerry.

JM:  I'msorry for that.

SL:  No, it happens.

M:  Wwdl...

KK: Thisisactualy [difficult?].

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, Special Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 36

Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visua History, Specia Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries

And, | mean, it wouldn’t be just for thisinterview. Any time| talk about any of
that stuff, I’m a pretty emotional guy. And, | mean, | don’t—I may talk to Sue
about thisand | get emotional, so. . .

| cry watching commercials.

There are certain thingsin my life that, are emotional to me. [ ] talk about
politics, then they get hard. That’sthe hard side of it.

[Laughs] We'll get to that, too. [Laughs] You'll run the whole gambit of emo-
tions by the time we' re done.

But, anyway, now, what did you ask me?

Oh, lwas...

On how | met Sue.

| wanted to know how you met Sue. [01:00:27]

Weéll, | tell you, | wasreally lucky. | worked—I was working for the railroad,
and—but | started when | was, like, thirteen. | started stuffing papers at the Ar-
kansas Democrat on Saturday night. And that’s where you put the comics—
they’ ve got machines that do it now, but back then it would be the comics and all
that stuff—you’d get really good at it. You'd put it in stacks of fifty and, boy,
you were really—I mean, you could just go fast. And, anyway, we'd go to work
at 4:00 [p.m.] in the afternoon and get off at 6:00 [a.m.] Sunday morning, and |
did that for twelve years. And so we' d get abreak at 10:00 and, about a thirty-
minute break.

[Laughs]

And, you know where the Democrat is there on Scott Street?

M hmm.
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JM:  That'swherewedidit. And Walgreens[drugstore] was on the corner of 5th and
Main, and we' d usually go down there and get a Coke. And my friend that
worked there with me knew this girl, and she happened to bein Walgreens. And
Suewas areal good friend of hers, which | didn’t know either one of them, really.
And she wasthere. And so, boy, shewasredlly cute. Y ou ought to see photo-
graphs of her when she was young.

SL:  [Laughs]

JM:  Shewas—what | mean—and | tell ya, she was five-seven [five feet, seven inch-
es], weighed 122 pounds, and she was a knockout. But, anyway . . .

SL:  [Laughs]

JM: ... shetold me she was seventeen. She wasfifteen. By thetime | found out she
was—and | was, | guess, eighteen when we started dating—but by the time |
found out that she wasfifteen, it wastoo late. She was very mature for her age.
She had gone through—she had a.. . . she was not fortunate enough to have the
kind of lifel had growing up.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  Because her mother and dad were divorced, and her dad was arailroader. Hewas
adragline operator, so he moved around alot. So she split her time between
Fountain Hill, which is down in south Arkansas, near Hamburg . . .

SL:  Okay.

JM: ...and, and North Little Rock—sometimesin Little Rock. So, and it was not a
happy childhood for her in alot of ways. And she was living with her father at
the time, and she did al the cooking and she did al the ironing and she took care

of all that stuff—took care of alittle sister. So she was relatively mature for afif-
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teen-year-old. And so, that was in—I can’t remember when that was—maybe
November [19]55. We got married in April of [19]56. My dad died in October of
[19]55.

SL: Hmm.

JM:  And, sowe started out really young, and she always makes me say that our first
child was born on her seventeenth birthday. There’s significance to that.
[Laughs] It was more than nine months, iswhat I’ m trying to say.

SL:  Yes. [Laughter]

JM:  But, anyway—and then we had our second one before she was eighteen. And so,
you know, that’s—well we are—we' re, man we' re making family there.

SL:  Youguysare off and running early.

KK: Changing tapes here.

SL:  Okay, we're going to change.

[Tape stopped] [01:03:59]

JM: ... older men that had just kind of adopted me. ..
SL:  Mhmm.
JM: ...andhelped me. And| said, “I always intended to have a party and invite all

these guys, you know?’ And | got real emotional talking to him about it and
about what these guys meant to me. And then, boy, it really embarrassed me, you
know, because, | mean, you' re supposed to be macho.

JE: [Laughs]

JM:  Youknow? And| said, “Man, I'm sorry. I'm embarrassed.” He says, “Let me
tell you something.” He said, “Y ou know, that is so common among people that

have had open-heart surgery. Don’t know exactly what it is, but for some period
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of time after that, they can start talking about things and get really emotional
about it, . . .

Hmm.

... morethan normal.” Hesaid, “I don’t know if it s because they realize how
close they were they were to death or what.” But he said, “So don’'t sweat it.
That' s the way everybody reacts after this kind of surgery.” Well, | don’t know
about that ‘ cause I’'m—I tend to be that way anyway, so. . .

Yeah, metoo. I'm—I’'m pitiful with it. Okay, now, let's. ..

All right. [01:05:10]

Jerry, help me think. Where—where did we break here? We had been talking
about your friend knew a girl and she had afriend. . .

Oh, yeah.

...whoendedup. ..

Meseting Sue, yes.

... meeting Sue. Now, did you actually meet Sue at Walgreens? [01:05:28]
Mhmm, that’ sfirst time | had ever laid eyes on her.

And...

They were sitting in a booth having a soda, and my friend—his name is Bubba
Thomas—saw her—saw his—the girl he knew, and he said, “Oh.” And so we
walked over there, and I’d never seen hisfriend or Sue either one. And so—but
when | saw her, | thought, “Man, I’m going to try to date her,” right then. And
my—and, so my first date with Sue was a double date—not with Bubba, but with
ayoung lady that lived across—Bubba and a young lady that lived across the
street from me. And we went to adrive-in movie. [01:06:12] And | had—I
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worked for the railroad, and what | did, from where—where | lived with my
mother, because my dad had passed away—~but |—I’d run to work every day.

Had to be at work 7:00 [am.], and | would run cause, you know, the—the shops,
we called them, were across all of the railroad tracks, you know, the big switching
yard. And so | would run like crazy over to work, and then in the afternoon I'd
run home. And [laughs] | would leap because | was akid and | was in good
shape, and | hit on arailroad track wrong and it sprung my ankle. So the first date
| had with Sue in between the time | had met her is—I was on crutches. And so
Bubba had to drive, and | was in the back seat, and we went to adrive-in movie.
And, to show her how, cool | was, we slipped into that drive-in movie. It wasthe
Razorback Drive-in over on—down under the hill. We went in the exit and then

got—qgot away with it.

SL:  [Laughs]

JM:  Shetold melater—she said, “What kind of guy isthisguy?’ [Laughs] Butl,
again, | was running things. | told Bubba, “Now, Bubba, go down to the exit.
We're not going to pay to get in thisthing.” So we dlipped in backwardsand . . .

SL: Butit...

JM:  And | remember Suetelling me [laughs]—she said, “| thought to myself, ‘I don’t
know if | want to go out with this guy anymore or not.”” [Laughs] But—but |
guess | was trying to show off and be cool or something, you know, how kids are.
So that was our first date.

SL:  Well, had—I mean, you probably—I mean, you were seventeen years old?

JM:  No. No, at that stage | was—I—may have been nineteen.

SL:  Nineteen.
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JM:  Yeah, I—yeah. | probably was—I was probably nineteen that August. Y eah.

KK: I"'mwaiting for the siren to go through. [01:08:18]

SL: Isthat atest thing?

[Sound of whirring siren in background] [Tape stopped]

JM: ... countriesright after the [Berlin] Wall [which divided East Germany and West
Germany] came down, and they still had the—what am | trying to say—the
speakers up all over these towns.

SL: Mhmm.

JM:  And they were still giving messages through them. | mean, it’skind of like—I
mean, | could just picture that, you know, thisis brainwashing stuff they’re al-
ways feeding the public.

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  Yeah,so... [01:08:48]

SL:  So, went to the drive-in. You don’t remember what movie it was?

JM:  No, | don’'t. Suemight. She's got a better memory than I’ ve got.

SL:  Sohow long after that first date was it before, you asked her to marry her—marry
you?

JM:  Waell, | tell you that we got married April 6, 1956, so it wouldn’t have been—I
think we dated for, about, four or five monthsisall. And, you know [laughg], |
had to go see her dad, who was arough, tough railroader. And anybody that
works on those draglines and all that stuff istough. And anyway—so [laughg] |
dreaded it. He'sabigol’ guy, too. He' s higger than me. And, but just picture
this: | mean, you know, you do some stupid things, but | was abig Elvis Presley

fan—huge Elvis Predey fan. Infact, Sue and | had been to the first time Elvis
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Presley came to Little Rock at the Robinson Auditorium and performed, Sue and |
were at the same concert, but we didn’t know each other then. But any way, he
was abig—we were abig fan—I was abig fan. So, | had on pink gabardine
slacks, had on a black gabardine shirt, had a gold chain around my neck. | had on
black and white loafers. And | had on ablack and white hat. [Laughs] And |
think, “I’m cool, man. I’'m cool.” And so, you know Sue’'s at home, and | knock
on the door, and he comes to the door. And | don’t know what he thinks, but | go
and we sat down. So | said, “Well, you know, Mr. Atkinson, | just—I want to get
to—down to business.” | said, “I want to marry Sue.” And he said, “1 was afraid
that may be why you were coming here.” And| said, “Yes, sir. Yes, dir, that is
why | am here.” And he said, “Well, listen. Y ou kids are way too young to do
that. Youdon't needto doit. It'sjust—I mean, if you—if you want to get mar-
ried, wait afew years.” | said, “No, sir, we want to do it now.” And, he said,
“Well, I mean, I—I just—I don’t think | can approvethat.” And| said, “Well,
now, Mr. Atkinson, we're going to get married.” And he said, “1 believe you're
going to do thiswith or without my permission, aren’t you?’ And | said, “Yes,
sir, weare.” And hesaid, “WEell, you' re making your bed and you’ re going to
haveto deepinit.” Andl said, “Yes, sir, and we're prepared to sleep init.”—
kind of alittle bit of a smart answer. And that’swhat we did. | had to get my
mother’s permission. She signed everything for us. And so we got the preacher
that had preached my—~Presbyterian preacher that preached my dad’ s funeral to—
and we got married in his church—Highland Presbyterian Church. It was over on
12th Street. [01:12:08] So we got married there and went to New Orleans [Loui-

siana] on our honeymoon—furthest I'd ever driven. But, anyway, it was—I tell
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you, I’ve worked—I worked at the railroad that day, and | [laughs|—and | was
apprenticed at thetime. And, those guys—those journeymen—I mean, they had
the biggest time with me. They worked meto death. [Laughter] | mean they
worked me to death. They teamed up on me, and | was—all | can remember, |
was exhausted when | was getting ready to [laughs]—to go over to get married.
So you know what, we were going to—I really intended to drive further, but we
made it to Pine Bluff, and | told Sue, “1 cannot drive any further. |1 am dead beat.”
And we got lost on the way to Pine Bluff, if you can believe that. [Laughs] And
so we—we' ve looked in the past. We've looked for that little place we stayed,
but I mean it was torn down years ago—allittle—al little—what we'd call atourist
court back then.

Mhmm.

That' s the way we started our life, and it’s been agood one. We celebrated—this
is, | guess, in April we were married fifty-one years.

That’s a great, great accomplishment. [01:13:33]

Y eah—single-best thing that ever happened to me, or equal—not equal to—the
Lord would be the first thing, but that’ s—Sue has been really important to me.
You seg, | tell you this: that | was alittle—I was off-track when | married Sue, as
you can tell by the way | described myself. | was off-track. My dad had died. |
was not happy about that. | was fortunate | was with him when he passed away. |
just dropped by to see him. We knew what the outcome was going to be, but |
didn’t think it was going to be that quickly. And, you know he was under an oxy-
gen tent. Hewas in a Missouri-Pacific hospital, which there was one at that time

down here on Cantrell. And | went in to see him, and he was under the oxygen
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tent, which kind of surprised me and, so | held his hand and we—he couldn’t talk
much, but he could acknowledge | was there, and he'd smile, and I'd talk to him
and—he then took his hand from mine and waved me away. | took it aswaving
me away. | think what he was sayingis“let me go.”

Mhmm.

He died right then. Man, | ran out into the hall and started beating the brick wall
with my fists—just—and, nurses and people grabbed me, and that was the first
timein my life when—and | guess everybody has to go through this—when you
realize there' s certain things you can’t control and don’t matter—it doesn’t matter
how rich you are; it doesn’t matter how much power you have; it doesn’t matter
about anything. It'sthefirst timel came face to face—it was something |
couldn’t change or do something about. [01:15:28] So anyway . . . you know, and
then—I mean, | just was not—I was not serious about anything. | had started to
night—I had started to day school. | was working forty hours aweek at a ba-
kery—Colonial Bakery—going to day school, but | had to work on Saturday
nights and Friday nights, and it really cut into my social life. And | just was off-
track. | wasn't—I didn’'t have any goals, and | was going to day school, but, man,
| spent al my time down at a beer joint shooting shuffleboard. | got really good
at shuffleboard. 1’'m not much good at—I didn’t—I think | passed maybe six
hours that first semester. And so | married Sue. We had kids. Y ou don’t think
that won’'t mature you and get you set straight? And Sue babysat. | mean, I'm
telling you that, her babysitting money in those early years made the difference
between us making it and not making it, because | had to pay my own tuition. |

started night school.
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Mhmm.

| had to pay my own tuition and everything, and so, I’ ve often said | don’t know
where I’ d ended up without her.

So you were working at the bakery, but then, you quit there and you went—
working at the railroad.

Got ajob at therailroad, yeah.

Y eah.

Y ou know, they hire alot of relatives. Railroadis. ..

Right.

... like that.

Right.

And it'skind of family-like.

Mhmm.

And so, even though my dad was gone, everybody still knew him. And so | got
on over there. [01:17:14]

Where were your brother and sister when your dad died?

My sister had been gone along time.

Oh, she had?

Shedied in [19]45.

Okay.

She was twenty-one. She died of pneumonia. And, and my brother, when my
dad died, was herein Little Rock.

Mhmm.

He was—I mean, he always lived in North Little Rock.

Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/

46



SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

Mhmm.

And so—and my—you know so, we werein North Little Rock. But my sister had
aready passed on.

Did your mother get to see all of your children?

No. Yes, shedid. Yes, shedid. | was thinking maybe not the youngest, but, yes,
she did.

Mhmm.

And she doted on grandchildren just like everybody does. . .

Uh huh.

All grandparents do. And they loved her. | mean, even today they talk about her.
| mean, she was—boy, she could quilt. She could crochet; she could quilt. She
could do al of that stuff. She made countless quilts, and they called her Maw-
Maw. And, my daughter was laughing—our oldest child was laughing here not
long ago—well, her—her children were laughing, and they said that she still has
that quilt, and she uses it sometimes to cover up with, you know, if she’s laying
on the sofa or whatever. And they sometimes will useit. And they dropped it on
the floor, and she said, “Don’t you put Maw-Maw on the floor!” She'svery
[laughs] very protective of that quilt. She was very close to my mother, as my son
was, and as—our youngest daughter didn’t have long enough with her to really
develop that kind—and we had a fourth child we lost. And I—and my mother
passed away the year before—wait—my mother passed away before Kelly did.
And so we—I was always kind of grateful for that because that would be—you
know, it would’ ve been hard on her.

It would be hard for her. [Alarm beeps in background] [01:19:21] Well, do you
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want to talk about the child that you lost? Isit too painful or .. .?

JM:  Yeah. Well, no, | mean it’s—it’sregretful, and it's—itisaholein our life. | tell
you, we were living in Pine Bluff. When | went to work for the company, the
finance and accounting department of the company was in Pine Bluff, whichis
where AP& L [Arkansas Power and Light Company] really started. That used to
be its headquarters down there. And, so we had our fourth child, who was two
years younger than our youngest child living today. And, so, she was progressing
normally, and when she got to be about sixteen, seventeen months old, we noticed
kind of aslow digression. Wefirst noticed it that, you know, she was having
trouble holding a cookie or something to eat. And so we just kind of noticed her
motor skills didn’t seem good. We took her to a doctor in Pine Bluff, and he im-
mediately said, “Listen, thisis something | don’t know anything about. Y ou bet-
ter take her to the medical center.” And, sowedid. And aguy named Sam
[Belner?], who was at the medical center for along time—he was a pediatric neu-
rologist.

SL:  Okay.

JM:  And he was wonderful, wonderful with us. He later went into private practice.
He' s probably retired now. He' sherein Little Rock. But anyway, he diagnosed
it, and it was degenerative brain disease. And what’sreally weird about it—he
told us that it was so rare, and we did donate our child's body to research because
it was so rare. But, he said that, in the first place, it would be very rare for any in-
dividual to carry this gene or whatever it is, that can lead to that—only if the other
person, which it would be extremely rare for any person to have, would have that

same thing. But it was the combination of those two. And our older three were
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SL:

JM:

normal, but he said once that started showing up, that more than likely the suc-
ceeding children—see, because we had a goal to have six kids—that the succeed-
ing children would be affected. So, you know, that had to be our last child, and
she lived to be—to eight and a half.

Hmm.

But she—you know, she just—gradually, she got where she couldn’t stand. Then
she couldn’t sit. And she gradually went blind. And she gradually went deaf.
And—and she was in more or less a vegetative state for about five years there, or
five and ahalf years. [01:22:19] And we—you know, we took care of her. And,
and Sue took care of her. And we had to—we had to take a baby bottle and cut
a—make the hole bigger in the baby bottle. We'd put food in there and grind it
up, and that’s what we would squirt in her mouth. And—and | tell you that |
think that doctors felt like we should' ve let her go, but, | mean, Sue took such
good care of that child. And, of course, it cut down on family vacations. [t—it—
you know, but—and |—that’ s probably what they were thinking about, but, I'm
telling you, that when you’'re there, it' shardtolet go . . . hard to let go. We had
her in and out of the emergency room alot and the hospital alot. And | think,
you know—I think they felt like, you know, “Let the poor little girl go.” But we
didn't. And—and | swear, | would come—when I’d come home from work, |
would feed her and give Sue abreak and all of that. | would—I’d hold her. And
it may not sound reasonable, but | felt like we communicated. | felt like we
communicated. And so, | wasin New Y ork on a business trip—on afinance

trip—and, she died at home, and, Sue called me.

[ Telephone Rings]
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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We had a doctor friend down the street who came down and took care of her.
Hmm.

But, anyway, for—and for years thereafter, and maybe even today, Sue has a hard
time sleeping sound because for those seven years, she would have to get up with
Kelly severa times during the night, and she has always devel oped this thing—as
amother can do. And so, you know, Sue—if there' s ever asaint in taking care of
achild, Sueisit. And had it have—gosh, but | tell you what, you can’t question
the Lord. I—you know, the Lord had a purpose for all of that. That was—that
was a—that was a very sad period of our life. 1t was sad for our kids, too. It was
sad for our three kids.

Well . ..

It readly affected my oldest—my youngest daughter, because, you know, they
were only two years apart.

Y eah.

And she redlly never knew her—really knew normal, except when she was alittle
girl,and. ..

Uh huh.

And, she' s—that created a psychological burden for her. She had to really work
to cometo grips with that. She goes out to the cemetery alot . . . But you know
what? | tell peoplethat | really think, that brought our family—that kept our fam-
ily real close.

Sure, itdid. You'vegotto. ..

And we have areal close family right now. | mean, we've always had just areal
tight—knit, close family.
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SL: Mhmm. You know ... my nephew and his wife have a child that they have to
take care of like that.

JM:  Redly?

SL: Hesabout nine years old now.

JM: Hmm.

SL:  Andoneof thethingsis, he's gotten so heavy, it’s hurt both of their backs.

JM:  Oh.

SL: | mean they’ve got serious physical problemsthemselvesnow . . .

JM: Mhmm.

SL: ...becauseof their backs. And, you know, I’ ve got a daughter that has a heart
condition.

JM:  Doyouredly?

SL:  Just had surgery—had an implant doneon . . .

JM:  Yeah

SL: ...alittledefibrillator put in. And we had to—you know, we had to feed her
with atube down her throat . . .

JM:  Mhmm, oh yeah.

SL: ...tokeepheradive. It's...[Telephone Rings] It'stough.

M:  ltis.

SL:  Butit makesyou count your blessings. [01:26:52]

JM:  Oh, it does. [ Telephone Rings] And, you know, the thing is—I swear, you know,
aqguy that | always think about is when you think you’ ve got it bad, and | thought
about that alot then—John L. McClelland had a son die in the war.

SL:  Yeah.
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JM:  They’'re gonna have his funeral in Camden.

SL: Mhmm.

JM:  Hisother son was coming to the funeral and died in a car accident going down.

SL:  Oh, no! | did not know that.

JM:  And | think to myself—you know, | tell you, that is—I mean, that is something
people know, and that is, you can always—Yyou don’t have to look very far to find
somebody worse off than you are.

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  Or have been through worse things than you’ ve been through. Y ou know we've
got afriend at work—excuse me just a minute.

Sue Maulden: Well, they’re here with the food.

JM:  What, baby?

SL:  Andthey can't get it—[laughs] they’ re here with the food and they cannot get in.

JM:  Oh. Well, let mego let themin.

SL:  Waéll, we can take abreak. We can shut thisdown. It's. ..

[ Tape stopped] [01:27:48]

SL: Okay. Fire Storeisrolling?

KK: It'sgood. [ ]

SL:  All right. We were sitting on the couch and, we were talking a little bit about
your high school teacher, | believe, or maybe two.

JM: Mhmm.

SL: Let'stalk about your—your schooling just alittle bit. Now, we know that—I
know that you said you weren't the best of students. Y ou spent alot of time at the

boys' club. Some of your school time you even spent at the boys’ club.
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

KK:

At the boys’ club, yeah. [01:28:24] Well I—you know, | tell you, there were cer-
tain subjects| loved. | loved English. | mean | could diagram sentences as well
as anybody ever has been ableto. | liked that. | liked literature. | liked Latin. |
liked Spanish. | liked—there were alot of courses| liked, and in those courses |
made A’s and A-pluses. | made A-plusesin Latin and so forth. But when it came
to math and science and those sort of things, | just didn’t enjoy them. | didn’t like
them. And, therefore, | didn’t do aswell as| should have.

Mhmm.

So it really kind of depended upon—it depended upon what the—what the course
was and whether | had an interest in or not or | enjoyed it. And, and | guess that
was an early—I found out early, | guess, that I’ d never make an engineer or a doc-
tor or anything that was technical. That was not my orientation. Somebody said
to me once, “Well, how could you do poorly in math and be a CPA?" [Certified
public accountant]

Mhmm.

And | said, “All you've got to do is be able to count to ten to be a CPA. | mean,
you know, add and subtract. That’s not high math.”

| guess that’ s right.

Hey, Bruce, you guys will have to use your indoor voice in there. He can't hear

me, can he? They’re not hearing me.

Joy Endicott: Let’sstop for asecond. Scott would you put this up a button, so when you

crossyour armsit doesn’t . . . Thank you.

SL:  Itdoesn’t hurt your ears doesit?
JM:  [Laughs]
Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visua History, Specia Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 53

Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



JE: No, it just bothers me. [Laughs]

SL:  Oh, okay.

JE: Okay. Ralling.

SL:  Didyou get those guys camed down back there?

KK:  Yeah.

SL: [Laughg]

KK:  I’'mmean. I'mamean person.

SL: [Laughs] Okay. So not much of ascientist? [01:30:16]

JM:  No.

SL:  But the humanities—it soundslike you were. . .

IM: | did.

SL: ... pretty good.

JM:  Youknow—yes. | tell you that | was—you know, | didn’'t do homework. | can’'t
remember hardly doing homework.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  And| realy didn’'t need to do alot of homework in those things | enjoyed and
understood and could do. And thosethingsthat | just didn’t like at all and didn’t
understand, | just done the best | could, and | got by. But | tell you | met my
match as a senior in high school. And because of my likes and dislikes, | had
avoided taking geometry until my senior year, and it was—you know, and it was a
required subject to go to college. So | thought, “I gotta pay the piper and | gotta
take this course.” And it was me and one other senior in this course of sopho-
mores. And, so | was—you know, |—I made an A thefirst six weeks. And the
teacher, was a—she had just one arm. She was handicapped, but she wasreally a
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good teacher. Her name was Lawless—Mrs. Lawless at North Little Rock High
School. And she—and so | started off that way, but, | tell you, it took alot—
that’salot of work in geometry. You've got to do al that drawing and all of this
stuff. And so | arranged to get some young ladies to do that stuff. Therewasalot
of homework—a lot of homework. And she counted homework—I mean, if there
were twenty-five points on homework and there was twenty-five points on exam,
she gave equal weight, which iswrong. It shouldn’t be. | even believe that today.
But, that’ s the way she did it. And so, you know, | had to—so | got some help,
and | got some young ladiesto do thisfor me. I'd turnit—turnitin, and | made
an A and an A and an A, and, she caught on. And I don’t know, somebody |
guesstold her. And so the next six weeks, | didn’t do the—it was the fourth six
weeksand | didn’'t do very well because these girlstold me, “We can’t do it any-
more. Mrs. [Cowens?] said they’d flunk usif they catch us doing that anymore.”
And she talked to me, too. And at that stage | took big issuewith it. | said,
“Well, let’s just get something worked out here. Itisunfair. | mean| comein
and take atest and | do pretty good on thetest. | do okay on thetest. 1'm capable
of making aB on atest. But now, all this homework—I mean, for you to count
that, because somebody can just cheat on that and they don’t know anything, and
yet you count it the same points you get on atest. That’sunfair.” We had this
discussion two or three times and she let me know, “1’ll tell you something, Jerry
Maulden, I'm the boss. I’ m the teacher. | will decide how it’s going to be done,
and that’ stheway you'll doit. That’s just—you know, no arguments.” So |
made a—I madeaC and aD. No, | think it was worse than that. [Laughs] |

think | madeaD. Then | made an F the fifth six weeks, and it became a—it—it
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became a—I was not going to let— | mean, | was incensed because | thought she
was wrong, and she called me out after that fifth six weeks, and she said, “Jerry,
you're about to flunk this course. And I’'mjust telling you, I'll flunk you.” And
so, | said, “Yeah,” you know. And boy, | tell—I mean, |—it was like in the mid-
dle of the sixth six weeks, and the counselor comes into my class and says, “Miss
Lawless wantsto seeyou.” And | go down and she comes out of class, and she
says, “You flunked.” | said, “Miss Lawless, we' ve got three weeksto go. How
can you say that? We haven't even had final exams.” She says, “Y ou have
flunked.” And | said, “I cannot believe this.” And she said, “Jerry Maulden, you
have aways tried to slide by. Y ou've always taken the easy way out, but I’'m
going to teach you alesson. It’stime that you met someone like me, and I'm
going to teach you that you can’t slide by in life, and you’ ve flunked, and that’s
al thereistoit.” And | had to go to summer school. And, you know, thethingis
| wasn't going to get to go through the graduation line. Boy, it was embarrassing
to me. My mother went up there and pleaded with them to let me go through the
graduation line, but it was with ablank diploma. And then, the humiliation was |
had to go to Little Rock [Central] High School for summer school—abig rivalry
there between North Little Rock and Little Rock—and | was in there with people
that had flunked just basic math and stuff like—I wasin there with a bunch of
dummies, and we didn’t do anything. In other words, it was just a penalty. |
mean, we didn’t do any work. We just had to sit in there. And, | mean, it was
just like punishment iswhat it was. So at the end of that six weeks | got my dip-
loma. But—and | was very angry with her—very angry. And | carried that anger

for, | guess, aperiod of time until | began to mature. And then | looked back, and
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| chuckled. [Laughter] | said, “She had my number.” [Laughs] Shedid exactly
what | needed, and so, my attitude and view toward Miss Lawless changed alot.

| don’t think—kind of, it's sad—but | don’t think | ever went back and told her

that.
SL: Hmm.
JM: I don'tthink | ever went back to the high school, you know, to even do anything

after—after | graduated. And then, | did tell you about another teacher. | did
night school. | went eight and a half years, and at that time Sue and | were mar-
ried, and we had two young children. And | worked at the railroad and | worked
at the Arkansas Democrat at night on—all night Saturday nights. [01:36:26]

SL: Before—before we go any further, what were your children’s names?

JM:  Okay, my oldest child is Karen Jane.

SL:  Okay.

JM:  Andshe'smarried. Now it's Oliver.

SL:  Okay.

JM:  And my sonisMichael Lonnie Maulden. My middle nameisLonnie. Michael
Lonnie Maulden. And my youngest daughter is[Kristin Gay?] . . .

SL:  Okay, after your dad.

JM: ...Maulden. Gay, named after my dad.

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  Andthenit wasKelly Ann. And so those are the four children.

SL:  Yeah.

JM:  But, anyway .. .[01:36:59] All | did was to work and do homework and go to

school four nightsaweek. And 1’d drive out to Little Rock Junior College—then
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SL:

JM:

UALR [University of Arkansas, Little Rock]—and, | mean—and, and Sue took
care of thetwo kids. She took care of everything, and given our budget and our
situation, I mean, in—in addition to taking care of her own kids and the house and
all the other stuff, I mean, she would baby-sit in order to get that little extra mon-
ey. And, | tell you after about four years of going to night school out there—and |
had agreat desire to get my degree because | had done lousy before | married
Sue. But after | married Sue and, we had afamily, | really got turned on, and |
was making straight A’sin everything | took out there; eating it up. [01:37:55]
And | really wanted to be an FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigation] agent, but |
that’s another story. And that’s the reason | was trying to get this accounting de-
gree.

Mhmm.

But | really had—I was beginning to get really discouraged. | was beginning to
feel guilt—quilt was catching up with me that “1 am not doing my children right.

| am not doing my wiferight. That all | do issit at atable and work homework or
go to class or work, and thisis no life for them.” And all of our friends had al-
ready bought homes, and we were still inalittle ol’ bitty cramped apartment,
and—so, you know, guilt had built up. And | was in speech class out at UALR,
and it was one of my old high school teachers. Her name was Miss [Cowen?].
And Miss[Cowen?] | had known well in high school. And, she asked me one
night—she says, “ Jerry, you really seem down. |sthere something going—" this
was after class. And | said, “Naw, everything isjust wonderful.” And she said,
“No, no, no. Hey listen, you can't kid me. | mean, tell me what’s happening.”

What' s going on? What’s your problem?’ So she said, “Let’s go have a Coke.”

Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visua History, Specia Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries 58
Arkansas Memories Project, Jerry Maulden interview, 15 August 2007
http://libinfo.uark.edu/special coll ectiong/pryorcenter/



And sowedid. And so | told her about my guilt and all of that. Now this may
seem like asmall thing, but it was probably the difference between my dropping
out of school and continuing. She said, “I want to ask you a question. If you
were home with your family right now—you’ re with Sue and your two children—
what would you be doing? Now, give me an honest answer, Jerry.” And |
thought about it. | said, “I guess we' d be watching television.” She said, “1 want
to ask you areal important question. What do you think is most important for the
future of your family, getting your education or watching television?’ And, as|
say, that may sound like a simple statement, but it was that—and Sue was aways
terribly supportive. Now, Sue would always just say—you know, | would express
this guilt to her, and she would say, “ Jerry, you're doing it for the family.” But,

nevertheless, | just figured she' d say that anyway.

SL: Mhmm.

JM:  But, | really have looked—I’ ve always thought that was alittle turning point.
That gave me—this was an independent person—says I’ m not being a bad person.
I’m not—I"m not being abad person. And | just awaysloved Miss[Cowen?] be-
cause of that. And | did—I was able to express that to her, later—much later in
life, before she passed away. [01:40:26]

SL:  So, shereally helped you refocus your goal—your purpose.

JM:  Shemadeit al right.

SL:  Mhmm.

JM:  She helped take some of the guilt away. She refocused—yeah, you know—"Y ou
don’t need to focus on ‘you're not treating your family right.” You'retreating
themwell.” You know what | mean? Same things Sue had been telling me, but .
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:
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Mhmm.
... itkind of helps when somebody from the outside tells you that, you know?
It's great that she could see that that in you too.
Hmm?
That you were struggling.
What?
It's great that she could see that you were strugglingin . . .
That'samazing, isn't it?
Itis. Mhmm.
But that’ s the way good teachers are. [01:41:05]
S0, okay, you' re—where are you working now while you' re—are you at the rail-
road yard . . .
Mhmm, yeah.
... during those eight and a half years? Now . . .
| worked ayear at Colonial Bakery from 3:00 [p.m.] to 11:00 [p.m.] at night.
Mhmm.
And when | was trying to go to day school. But then when | got on with the rail-
road—you know, for a guy who was going to be a blue-collar worker, that was
like dying and going to heaven [laughs] to get on with the railroad.
Uh huh.
So, it was alot better thing, better benefits, better money and all of that.
Right. So what years are these? What—is thisthe late [19]40s?

Weéll, | graduated in[19]54 . . .
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

Uh huh.

...and | went to work for the bakery. My brother worked at a bakery—worked
at the same bakery. So | got on because of him.

Okay.

He was atruck driver for them. And, so | worked there from [19] 54—whatever
the twelve months would be—probably went to work—I can’t remember when |
went to work, but probably like sometime in the summer . . .

Mhmm.

... after | got out of school, and worked there until the summer of the next year,
and then | went to work for the railroad. So that would’ ve been—well, | was—I
married Sue—yeah, that would beright. | started at the railroad in [19]55, and |
married Suein April of [19]56. And so—so | served four years' apprenticeship.
And | could’ve made a career out of that. | loved railroading. | loved the people,
the camaraderie of the people in the railroad—not unlike what | found at AP&L.
Mhmm.

But—but—and, you know, you’ d have apprentice lessons. And, man, | took—

I’ ve probably done three times as many apprentice lessons as you have to do, and
that was noticed. And they offered me what they call a specia apprenticeship,
and that’ s where | would have been a car man, and | had already served enough
time there, and then you'’ d be with the electrical department for awhile, and the
steamfitters, and, there’ salot of different crafts. And you move around, and
they’ re preparing you to go into management iswhat it is. Then when you finish
that, you become amanager. And | didn’t really see—the technical stuff really

did—was not what | enjoyed. | was going to—I just didn’t enjoy that. And this
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JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

SL:

was—Sue and | had been married for awhile, and | already knew that | wanted to
be an FBI agent. So that’s not really what | wanted to do. And so | didn’t take
their offer on that, and—and | finished my apprenticeship, and | worked for about
ayear as a—as ajourneyman.

Mhmm.

And, and then . . . [01:43:50] | was still working on my degree, and | was getting
close enough—the truth of it is| started off in accounting because it was a means
toanend. | wanted to be an FBI agent—had been since junior high. And you ei-
ther at that time | had to have a degree in accounting or law, and accounting was a
shorter road.

[Laughs]

And that’ sthe reason | started. But | had an accounting professor, in the first
years of accounting, that was so good. He had been a professor at American Uni-
versity in Beirut [Lebanon]. And he was a Lebanese man. And he made account-
ing come alive.

[Laughs]

| mean, you' re talking about profit and loss, and you' re talking about a company
that sells products. And boy, you know, | mean that’ s the business thing that
starts coming in. And man, you’ ve got all the marketing. You've got al of this
and you bring it together. Y ou do a product and you get revenues. Y ou have
costs. You control those. You make a profit. All that began to really interest me.
[01:44:52] But | still wanted to be an FBI agent. And Dr.—not Dr.—Mr. Roy K.
Moore was specia agent in charge herein Little Rock of the state of Arkansas.

M hmm.
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JM:

He became famous because | ater they took him from Little Rock and assigned
him to Mississippi to solve the civil rights slayings. And he was the guy that
headed that up, that actually ended up finding the bodies. Yeah. And so—but—
so | started interviewing with them and was real serious about it. And | had gone
through severa interviews and gave them paperwork and stuff, and looking for-
ward to graduation. And | had meeting with him, and he said, “There are some
things | need to tell you.” | said, “Okay.” Hesaid, “Now, | want to tell you first,
if you come in the service, you can forget about ever coming even close back to
Arkansaswhileyou'rein the service” And | said, “Really?’ Hesays, “Yeah.”
And he said, “They have their reasons for that.” He said, “Listen, I’'m from the
state of Washington. | haven’t been within three states of the state of Washington
since l’ve been in the service.” He said, “Second thing; you need to understand
thisis not cops and robbers.” He said, “It’ sjust not what you see on ‘ The FBI,"”
which was a [television] seriesthat | watched religioudly. “It’s not like that at all.
It'slaborious. It'sboring. It's pounding the pavement. It’sinterviewing the
people, knocking on doors, paperwork.” He said, “So if you think it’s glamorous,
you need to get that out of your mind.” And he said, “And then I'll tell you this—
that they move you around—you don’t get much financial aid. And they might
send you to New York City [New York], and you won't get any more money.”
At that stage, they didn’t make adifference. Y ou had to make it on what you got.
And, and | said to him at that stage—I said to him, “Mr. Moore, are you trying to
talk me out of this?” And then he told me something that really made alot of
sense. Hesaid, “No.” Hesaid, “Director [J. Edgar] Hoover has stressed to all of

us that when we' re recruiting, we need to go through what | just said to you be-
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SL:

JM:

SL:

JM:

cause We' re having way too many people come into the service, they stay—we
put them—the training’ s expensive. We put them through the training and they
stay ayear, they’re disillusioned, and they leave, because it’ s not what they
thought it was. So Director Hoover hastold us, ‘| want you to be sure when you
recruit somebody, they know what they’re getting into.”” So | went home, and
talked to Sue about this being moving around all the time. Now, that’ s the other
thing. Hesaid, “You'll probably move every couple of years.” And she said, “I
don’'t like the sound of that.” And, of course, he had kind of burst my bubble
about how exciting this thing would be, too so. [01:47:43] | wasreally lucky, be-
cause by that stage, | had really kind of fallen in love with accounting. | mean |
loved that, too, and so it made it easy to make the switch. And so, | tried to go to
work in the accounting department at Missouri-Pacific at their headquartersin St.
Louis [Missouri], and they weren’t hiring accountants then.

Mhmm.

And so | took ajob, out of the paper. | took—I took ajob, with [Dyke?] Asso-
ciates—and Jmmy [Dyke?] and, you know, Frank [Dyke?] from Fort Smith.

Uh huh, my dad worked for . . .

And Nathaniel—Nathaniel [Dyke?] here in Little Rock and all that crowd. And |
remember | was making $400 a month, and we took a $100-a-month pay cut. |
started off at $300 amonth. [Laughs] And—but | had to get some experiencein
accounting because | till didn’t quite have my degree. | quite hadn’t graduated.
So anyway, | went to work for [Dyke?] Associates. | learned alot. | tell you, the
reason | took that job—I worked with Don Goss, who was the controll